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MISSISSAUGA | BRAMPTON | CALEDON 


aging Chinese-owned 


jusine 


Mississauga Mayor Bonnie Crombie (left) speaks to media outlets regarding the impact of fear and loss of traffic 
at Chinese-owned businesses during a press conference held on Feb. 19, 2020. (PWN Staff) 


We're all supporting them together. 

That was the message conveyed by municipal 
leaders and representatives from Mississauga's 
Chinese Business Association, called in re- 
sponse to fear and uncertainty regarding the 
COVID-19 coronavirus and its impact on Chi- 
nese-owned businesses throughout the city. 

Following a tour of a ieeat supermarket in 
Markham last week, leaders from Mississauga's 
Chinese community, local politicians and advo- 
cates were on hand ts urge the public that "mis- 
conceptions" have damaged local 
Chinese-owned businesses, and that it is safe to 
enjoy the establishments. 

"The virus has impacted Chinese-owned busi- 
nesses," said Mayor Bonnie Crombie, speaking 
in Foodie North, a restaurant located in the 
Central Parkway/Confederation area that had 
seen its regular customers dwindle by more 
than 50 per cent over the last several weeks. 
"We want everyone to come back and enjoy 
these businesses." 

While uncertainty may continue to loom re- 
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garding the fatalities related to the coronavirus 
in China, only eight cases have been reported in 
Canada, with no new cases being reported in 
Ontario as of Tuesday, according to the 
province’s public health unit 

Crombie told reporters Wednesday night that 
fears over safety and cleanliness have damaged 
public perception. She assured residents that 
the tourism industry was still strong in the city 
and beyond. "We want to ensure that our econ- 
omy thrives," she said. 


Crombie's sentiments echoed those of | 


Toronto Mayor John Tory and provincial offi- 
cials, who held a trilateral press conference last 
week to reassure the public that fear and dis- 
crimination had impacted businesses through- 
out the GTA. 

“We want to make sure that people know it’s 
safe to go out," said provincial health minister 
Christine Elliott. "It’s safe to come to your 
favourite restaurants (and) it’s safe to go shop- 
ping.” 

Continued on Pg 4 
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Cooksville BIA passes final approval 


The boundaries 
for the BIA will ex- 


the east. 
A governance by- 


for the association. 
Staff will continue 


block. where businesses owners will have _ tend along law has also been’ to work with mem- 

A councillor’s andthecommunity the support they MHurontario Street developed to assist bers of the BIA to 
long-running quest can work together need to flourish.” from Floradale the Cooksville BIA support their goals 
to create a business to create a strong BIAs. are self- Drive in the south, with establishing and provide access 
improvement asso- economic future.” funded organiza- tothetrainlineand clear processes and to tools to better 


ciation in the 
Cooksville area re- 
ceived final ap- 
proval from 
Mississauga council 
Wednesday, paving 
the way for a desig- 
nated district that 
will spearhead eco- 
nomic development 
and promote rele- 


Damerla, who rep- 
the 


vant events andini- bring additional a 
tiatives. economic and 1G 
“We made his- tourism opportuni- \ 
tory,” oe wee ties to ee one said iee( ir 
councillor Dipika Damerla, indicating 25, 
that the establish- Hi pool al 


resents 


Damerla pushed 
for the establish- 
ment of a local asso- 
ciation at a town 
hall last year, and 
discussions were 
initiated to create a 
steering committee 
that would bring the 
idea to fruition. 

The BIA would 


ment of the associa- 


tions that utilize 
levies to provide 
services and proj- 
ects to promote 
local business, such 
as events, beautifi- 
cation and mainte- 
nance. 
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lands around the 
Cooksville GO Sta- 
tion in the north; 
and along Dundas 
Street from Confed- 
eration Parkway in 
the west, to 
Cawthra Road in 


ot 


procedures for its 
future operations. 
Last year, ro- 
posed budget tof, ap- 
proximately 
$350,000 was given 
to cover the first 
year of operation 
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serve and promote 
the Cooksville busi- 
ness community, 


said city manager 
Janice 
Wednesday. 
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Region brainstorms province's poverty strategy 


by Catherine Soplet 
When the Peel Re- Peel Region supports," for 2019. In 2020, no to draw attention to tionchair Richard An- main the purview of 
gion Poverty Reduc-_ said Bruce Marshall, public meetings into pressureonhousehold _ tonio. the provinces to dis- 


tion Strategy (PPRS) - 
Advocacy and Aware- 


co-chair of the PPRS 
committee. 


poverty reduction are 
scheduled to convene. 


budgets, attributed to 
privatized health care 


"Privatized health- 
care costs incurred to 


tribute. 
Locally, Peel Health 


ness Committee met Ironically, ahead of Peel Region's costs which are not addressissuesofmen- Coalition has sup- 
on Feb. 10, it demon- festive feasting during Poverty Reduction universally andexplic- _ tal health dysfunction, ported City of Bramp- 
strated that Peel Re- the annual Christmas Strategy Committee is itly covered under the seniors care, immi-_ ton in its "Fair Share 
ion is one of Ontario's holiday break, the oneofthescantfewre- 1985 Canada Health grants’ care, women's for Brampton" advo- 
ew municipalities in- province announced gional municipality ta- Care Act. unique reproductive cacy for provincial 


tent on making a dif- 
ference for its 


its five-year consulta- 
tion for the 2020- 


bles prepared to take 
on the cause, and take 


"Unsupported 
healthcare costs ru- 


health and other gen- 
der-specific issues are 


funding to be release 
to support local hospi- 


residents. 2024 Poverty the province at its ined familiesandlocal a wedge issue which _ tal infrastructure. 
Regional service Reduction Strategy. word. economies before lead to impoverish- Employability is only 

providers and agency This will be the third Said Todd Smith, Tommy Douglas ment." possible when afford- 

partners met to brain- such consultation Minister of Children, brought in the first Provincial health- ability frees up a 

storm how the since Bill 152, On- Communityand Social universal healthcare," care budgets funded worker's availability in 

province's poverty re-__ tario's Poverty Reduc- Services, “It’s impor- says Peel Health Coali- by federaltransfersre- the job market. 

duction strategy works — tion Act. was tantwelistentopeople [% “TT - - eZ 

when it comes to indi- unanimously adopted who have experienced 

vidual affordability in May 2009. poverty, community 

and employability. Unlike prior year- organizations, Indige- 


Some were bold to 
also decry its short- 


long _ province-wide 
hearings held in 2008 


nous communities and 
organizations, and our 


comings. ; ; and 2013, this consul- partners about how we 
"There's nothing in tation will lasta mere can break the cycle of 
the Ontario govern- 100days,withsubmis- poverty to ensure 


ment's survey to ad- 
dress food insecurity," 
said Edna Toth, a long 
time anti-poverty ac- 
tivist, writer and chair 


sions accepted until 
Mar. 30 via e-mail 
(prso@ontario.ca) or 
on line at (engage.on- 
tario.ca). 


everyone has a chance 
to succeed and con- 
tribute to their com- 
munity.” 

To break the cycle of 


of the Peel Poverty Ac- Following the poverty in the run-up 
tion Group (PPAG). provincial election in to last year’s federal 
"Housing and 2018, the government election, PPAG mem- 


healthcare costs are 
beyond the reach of 


ceased routine reports 
and planning meetings 


bers joined with On- 
tario Health Coalition 
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Teachers’ unions set to walk Friday morning 


Teachers will be 
back on the picket 
lines full-force next 
week, as the 
province’s __ school 
system will be shut 
down for a joint one- 
day strike to protest 
education cuts. 


The planned strike, 
helmed by the 
rovince’s four 


argest unions, will 
take place tomorrow 
(Feb. 21), and will 
impact more than 
two million students 
across the province, 
including students in 
Peel. 

The joint strike is a 
marked step up for 
the unions, including 
the Elementary 
Teachers’ Founda- 
tion (ETFO), Ontario 
Secondary School 
Teachers’ Founda- 
tion (OSSTF), Asso- 
ciation des 
enseignantes et des 
enseignants franco- 
ontariens (AEFO) 
and the Ontario Eng- 
lish Catholic Teach- 
ers’ Association 
(OECTA), who were 
present in full force 
in downtown 
Toronto last week, 
outside an_ event 
where education 
minister Stephen 
Lecce was speaking. 

“It is clear to all 
four Ontario educa- 


tion unions and our 
members that the 
Ford government 
and Education Min- 
ister Lecce care noth- 
ing about students or 
educators and every- 
thing about taking 
money out of the 
publicly funded edu- 
cation system,” said 
AEFO president 
Rémi Sabourin 
Wednesday outside 
the event, hosted by 
the Canadian Club of 
Toronto. 

Hundreds of pro- 
testors were on-hand 
outside the event, 
where Lecce _ ad- 
dressed the ongoing 


“There’s obviously 
impacts with respect 
to extracurriculars, 
and other experi- 
ences that under- 
mine their learning 
experience,” Lecce 
told a capacity crowd 
at the Royal York 
Hotel. “For the com- 
ing days and weeks, 
our aim is to redou- 
ble our efforts, but it 
is to consider private 
mediation as a 
means to drive the 
outcome that the stu- 
dents, parents and 
teachers of _ this 
province want, which 
is a voluntary settle- 
ment that provides 


issues related to edu- __ predictability for all 
cation cuts and its the parties in this 
impact on students. —_— province.” 
babs i | 
his Catholic teachers march out: 
Bay side Queen’s Park during 
Ee FEED d demonstration 
‘a b. 18, 2020. (OECTA 
Prise . 4 
“= ‘ ; oe 
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Rotating _ strikes 
have impacted 
schools in Peel over 
several months, with 
three of the four 
unions leading picket 
lines again this 
morning as part of a 
rotating series of 
strikes. 

In a_ statement 
made on Feb. 6, the 
Peel District School 
Board said that they 
will be monitoring 
the strike situation 
and providing fur- 
ther updates as nec- 
essary. 

“We ask for your 
ongoing patience and 
understanding dur- 
ing this legal job ac- 
tion,” the board 
wrote. “Staff remain 


= zal 
fe 


committed to the 
success and _ well- 
being of your 
child(ren)... we hope 
for a swift resolution 
to the education 
challenges we are 
currently facing in 
Ontario.” 

The strikes con- 
ducted by EFTO are 
the most recent se- 
ries of walk-outs, fol- 
lowing previous job 
action by the OSSTF 
and OECTA late last 
year. 

An additional strike 
is planned by OECTA 
in the Dufferin-Peel 
Catholic District 
School Board on Feb. 
27 if progress isn’t 
made towards an 
agreement. 


Coronavirus has affected “supply chain”: MCBA 


Continued from Pg 1 


Foodie North opened 
in 2016 and bills itself 
aS an open-concept 
kitchen delivering fare 
originating from north- 
ern China. The restau- 
rant has seen _ its 
regular visitors drop off 
dramatically, which is 
"very unusual", said 
restaurant owner Felix 
Li. "We want people to 
visit... we usually have 
lineups," he said, mo- 
tioning to a near-empty 
dining room. 

To that end, the Mis- 
sissauga Chinese Busi- 
ness Association 
(MCBA) is collaborat- 
ing with other regional 
associations to spear- 
head a "Spend to Win" 
campaign, which en- 
courages diners to visit 
participating restau- 
rants for the chance to 
win one of several 
rizes. 

"We're trying to en- 
courage people to come 
out and support the 
businesses," said 
MCBA president Win- 
nie Fung, who spoke to 


media outlets about the 
disruptions to Chinese- 
owned businesses in 
different sectors, such 
as travel agencies and 
local markets. "The 
whole supply chain has 
been affected." 

Last week, Ontario 
chief medical officer 
David Williams con- 
firmed that the 
province's third case of 
the 2019 novel coron- 
avirus, found in Lon- 
don on Jan. 31, had 
been resolved. 

“T want to reassure 
everyone that the risk 


from 2019 novel coron- § 


avirus to Ontarians re- 
mains low,” Williams 
said in a statement. 

In an earlier op-ed 
piece for The Globe and 
Mail, Williams, who 
served as Peel's med- 
ical officer of health 
during the SARS epi- 
demic, cautioned that 
discrimination caused 
by fear and uncertainty 
did significant damage 
to public perception - 
an "epidemic" of its 
own. 


"In a time of panic, 
sober reality can be- 
come a rare resource,” 
Williams wrote on Jan. 
23. "But the fact is this: 
Formerly deadly com- 
municable diseases 


) 


odie North owner Felix Li (left) speaks to Missis. 
Besien Winnie Fung (centre) and Mississauga 


have been largely ban- 
ished from the top 
ranks of causes of 
death in wealthy coun- 
tries by better sanita- 
tion and living 
standards, antibiotics 


5 
foe Bonnie Crombie (right) 
during a pr@gs conference held.oneb. 19, 2020. (PWN Staff) 


and vaccines, and it is 
now very uncommon 
for a healthy person to 
die of an_ infection 
transmitted by another 
person, even during an 
outbreak." 


ga Chinese Business Assoc. 
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Is the Trump administration violating U.S. democratic values? 


Surjit Singh 
Flora 


The Trump admin- 
istration has stepped 
up its decisions 
against immigrants 
in the U.S., now ban- 
ning them from re- 
ceiving immigration 
benefits. 

Millions of immi- 
grants living in the 
United States were 
deprived of immigra- 
tion benefits under 
the Public Charge 
Rule, which was re- 
cently passed by the 
U.S. government. 

At that time, these 
new rules could not 
be implemented due 
to the lower courts' 
restriction. But now 
the US Supreme 
Court has allowed 
these rules to apply. 

Under the new 
rules, low-income 
immigrants will not 
be able to receive 
government-pro- 
vided immigration 
benefits in the 
United States. 

A nine-member 
bench of the 
Supreme Court pro- 
nounced the verdict 
with a narrow 5-4 
margin. It is being 
feared that with the 
implementation of 
this rule, millions of 
immigrants could be 
denied the green 


card they would nor- 
mally qualify for. 

A large number of 
immigrants will also 
be covered by this 
law, which will result 
in deprivation of 
governmental facili- 


tes. 

The Public Charge 
Rule was passed by 
the Trump adminis- 
tration in Aug. 2019 
and was to be imple- 
mented on Oct. 15, 
2019. However, due 
to the intervention of 
the lower courts, it 
was not yet imple- 
mented. 

According tothe 
new U.S. Supreme 
Court ruling, the rule 
will now apply 
throughout the 
United States, ex- 
cluding Tlinois. 

Under the new 
rule, a family of two- 
member households 
with a minimum an- 
nual income of at 
least $41,000 will be 
able to avoid the act. 
This means that if 
the annual income of 
any | two-member 
family is less than 
$41,000, they will 
have to lose their im- 
migration benefits. 

According to cur- 
rent U.S. administra- 
tion data, 
foreign-born _ resi- 
dents of America’s 
suburbs experienced 
markedly higher 
poverty rates (14.1 
per cent) than the 
U.S. born (9.8 per 


om << The Compass 


cent). 

Thus, these people 
will be directly im- 
pacted by this rule 
and these rules will 
have a wide-ranging 
impact. This is an- 
other big throwback 
to immigrants living 
in low-income situa- 
tions. 

The health of low- 
income immigrants 
and the access to 
other sectors will end 
up making their lives 
worse. Not only will 
the lives of immi- 
grants living in the 
U.S. be affected, but 
with the introduction 
of new rules, millions 
of Indians' dreams of 
living with their chil- 
dren will be ad- 
versely affected, and 
under the new rules, 
low-income immi- 
grants will no longer 
be able to invite par- 
ents to live with 
them. 

In fact, President 
Donald Trump made 
the issue crystal- 
clear in the run-up to 
the 2016 presidential 
election, saying that 
if power came to his 
hands, he would 
shrug off large num- 
bers of immigrants 
living in the United 
States. 

After Trump's win, 
successive decisions 
have come in the 
wake of increasing 
immigration prob- 
lems for immigrants 
in the United States. 


The U.S. president 
is due to be elected 
by the end of this 
year. Trump will 
most likely use the 
slogan of "Make 
America Great 
Again” during his 
campaign. 

The current admin- 
istration also decided 
not to grant a Visa to 

regnant women 

rom overseas. In the 
past, such pregnant 
women from abroad 
have been coming to 
the United States to 
obtain Visas and re- 
turn here after giving 
birth to a baby. Ac- 
cording to U.S. law, 
every child born on 
the soil of the United 
States becomes a cit- 
izen of America. 

The ban on entry of 
pregnant women 
into the US is also 
considered by the 
Trump administra- 
tion to be a new step 
in the national inter- 
est among Ameri- 
cans. 

At the moment, the 
international com- 
munity is emerging 
and building. But 
with this trend, the 
trend of national in- 
terest in various 
countries is also 
steadily increasing. 

Where the Trump 
administration's slo- 
gan, "Make America 
Great Again,” is com- 
municating a partic- 
ular kind of national 
interest within the 
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We are your local food bank 
and outreach centre. Last year 
we distributed over 440,000 Ibs. 
of food to 900+ local families 
who needed help. 


How you can make a difference: 
* Donate food or funds 
* Volunteer 

* Host a food drive 

* Follow us on social media 


United States, these 
decisions are against 
the discrimination of 
minority and low-in- 
come immigrant 
groups. 

If this issue is taken 
more seriously, it is 
likely to bring about 
a new kind of racial 
discrimination. 

Likewise, similar 
ideas are spreading 
in India, England, 
Germany and 
France, among oth- 
ers. 

American society 
has always been 
known for respecting 
democratic values, 
human rights and 
human equality. 

However, Amer- 
ica's image has taken 
a hit at times due to 
the actions taken by 
the administration. 

This new decision 
has also been widely 
criticized. California 
Governor Gavin 
Newsom expressed 
concern over the im- 
plementation of the 
rule, saying the 
Supreme Court's de- 
cision was "very dan- 
gerous." 

It is also notewor- 
thy that in August of 
last year, California 
filed a public charge 
rule in the petition 
filed against the 
Trump administra- 
tion. 

The White House's 
reaction ws a little 
different. Theywel- 
comed the Supreme 


Court decision and 
praised Trump's pol- 
icy, calling it a tax- 
payer victory. 

In fact, the Trump 
administration is on 
its way to promoting 
a social divide policy 
by spreading senti- 
ment in the name of 
taxpayers. 

These decisions 
will cause disruption 
to American society. 
The condition of the 
low-income immi- 
grant groups will 
worsen, and_ their 
problems will in- 
crease. 

What was needed 
was that in a devel- 
oped country like the 
United States, steps 
were taken to re- 
move social and eco- 
nomic inequality and 
to equate others with 
the help of weaker 
sections. 

But the Trump ad- 
ministration has ap- 
parently done the 
opposite. Making 
such decisions is 
nothing less than so- 
cial injustice to fur- 
ther victimize 
already marginalized 
and marginalized 
people. 

The Trump admin- 
istration's decisions 
are in stark contrast 
to America's sense of 
human dignity and 
equality and maybe 
considered a gross 
violation of USS. 
democratic values. 


www.thecompass.ca 
f w @ CompassFoodBank 
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school gets 


~~ council approves campaign to Local hi 
tackle rise in domestic violence 


by Alex Gregory 


It’s still not enough. 

The ongoing issue of 
domestic violence 
cases and high-profile 
murders in Peel Re- 
gion has led regional 
councillors to adopt a 
public awareness cam- 
paign aimed at educat- 
ing residents about the 
issue. 

The resolution was 
made last week at Peel 
Region’s regular coun- 
cil meeting, with coun- 
cillors from all three 
municipalities unani- 
mously supporting the 
motion. 

Domestic violence 
cases have continued 
to attract undue atten- 
tion in the region, with 
more than 13,000 re- 
ferrals from families 
dealing with the issue 
in 2019, along with 13 
out of the 31 homicides 
reported last year, said 
one of Peel’s leading 
authorities on the 
issue. 

“[ve never experi- 
enced these numbers 
of women being re- 
ported in our commu- 
nity... it just sends a 
huge impact across the 
region,” said Catholic 
Family Services of Peel 
chief executive officer 
Sharon Mayne Devine, 
who delegated to re- 
gional council regard- 
ing the need for a “safe 
centre” that protects 
families in the region. 


During the regional 
budget deliberations 
held last month, Peel 
Police Chief Nishan 
Duraiappah reported 
that the highest num- 
ber of calls the force 
receives are related to 
domestic violence. 

Additionally, statis- 
tics released by In- 
terim Place reveal that 
the agency responded 
to more than 1,300 cri- 
sis calls last year alone. 

Devine, who was 
representing 20 other 
service agencies 


through her delega- 
tion, said that service 
providers can’t do the 
job alone, and called 
on regional council to 
take a proactive stance 
on the issue, and get 


the “community to 
own the position.” 

People need to be 
urged to address the 
matter in their own 
neighbourhoods and 
throughout the region, 
so that they can act if 
they see a woman 
being abused. 

Peel can be “a safe 
place for families... 
where violence against 
women won’t be toler- 
ated,” said Devine. 

The motion gener- 
ated strong support 
and reactions from 
councillors, including 
Brampton city council- 
lor Rowena Santos, 
who noted that the 
one-year anniversary 
of the death of Riya 
Rajkumar, who died 


on Feb. 14, 2019, 
weighed on her mind. 
“Unfortunately, we 
continue to see these 
deaths because of the 
domestic violence,” 
said Santos, who sug- 
gested that council 
a for more support 
rom the province to 
tackle the issue. 
Caledon councillor 
Annette Groves also 
noted that, as a former 
executive director of a 
women’s shelter, she 
had seen firsthand the 
impact of domestic vi- 
olence on women in 
the community. 
“These women feel 
like they’re responsi- 
ble,” said Groves. “It’s 
not your fault, and you 
don’t deserve it.” 


million-dollar boost 


More than $1.4 mil- 
lion dollars is being 
invested to add a new 
child care centre to a 
Mississauga high 
school, the province 
announced Tuesday. 

Father Michael 
Goetz Catholic Sec- 
ondary School, lo- 
cated near the city’s 
downtown core, will 
receive the funds to 
retrofit several rooms 
and add a new 49 
child care spaces, ac- 
cording to the area’s 
local MPP. 

"This investment 
will provide choice 
and_ flexibility for 
families and new op- 
portunities for the 
children of Missis- 
sauga," Mississauga 


East-Cooksville MPP 
Kaleed Rasheed said, 
noting that the fund- 
ing, awarded to the 


Dufferin Peel Catholic 
District Board, will 
bring the school a 
“new, quality learning 
environment for the 
students of Missis- 
sauga.” 

The project is part 
of a push by the 
province to increase 
the supply of child 
care spaces in the 
pr with $1 bil- 
ion being invested 
over the next five 
years to add a total of 
30,000 additional 
spaces in schools. 

Dufferin-Peel 
Catholic Chair Sharon 
Hobin said the fund- 
ing will be beneficial 
to families, as “there 
is significant demand 
for conveniently lo- 
cated child care 
spaces in our commu- 
nities.” 


PRESENTED BY: 
FRIDAY 


Al Air Conditioning & Heating 


MISSISSAUGASTEELHEADS.COM (905) 002-7788 


—o- 
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Caledon councillors elected tolead Brampton man charged 
after loaded handgun found 


illegal trucking task force 


Two Caledon coun- 
cillors will help lead a 
task force dedicated to 
combatting _ illegal 
trucking depots in the 
Town, it was revealed 
last week. 

Amid reports of 
more than 100 illegal 
trucking operations in 
and around Caledon, 
local councillors Nick 
DeBoer (Wards 3&4) 
and Christina Early 
(Ward 2) have been 
tapped to lead the task 
force, which will work 
to find and charge 
such entities in the 
local area. 

The task force was 
called as the Town ap- 

roved their 2020 

udget, with a 

lanned $476,000 

eing spent this year 
to hire staff members 
and enforcement offi- 


cers. 
The task force will 
roll out in three 


phases, with the first 
planned to encompass 
the hiring of a con- 
sultant and developm- 
nent of an 
education/communi- 
cation strategy, to 
“provide education on 
legal and appropriate 
land uses,” according 
to a report presented 
to the Town last week. 

The second phase 
would see the hiring 
of full-time _ staff 
members for the task 
force, while the third 
phase would include 
monitoring efforts 
where the Town will 
collect data on plan- 
ning _ applications, 
properties being in- 
vestigated and prose- 
cutions. 

While the task force 
is expected to begin 
active enforcement by 
summer, it will likely 
take much longer to 
make a demonstrable 


impact against the 
number of illegal op- 
erations throughout 
the Town. 

In a letter circulated 
to media outlets last 
week, Caledon Mayor 
Allan Thompson said 
that the area is under 
a “serious threat” 
from such operations, 
which encompass 
storage, operations 
and parking enter- 

rises with no legal 

asis. 

“These illegal users 
have set up shop here 
to take advantage of 
our proximity to the 
Greater Toronto 
Area,” Thompson 
wrote last week. 

Further updates as 
to the status and on- 
going progress of the 
task force are set to be 
revealed in upcoming 
Town council meet- 
ings. 


A 23. year-old 
Brampton man has 
been charged after 
officers discovered 
a loaded handgun 
in his vehicle. 

22 Division re- 
ported last week 
that officers were 
dispatched after 
receiving reports of 
a stolen vehicle in 
the Vodden and 
Main Street neigh- 
bourhood, north of 
the city’s down- 
town core, last Fri- 


day around 11:30 
a.m. Upon arrivin 
at the scene, the of- 
fices located the 
occupant of the ve- 
hicle, Shakur 
Clarke, of Bramp- 
ton, who was dis- 
covered to have a 
loaded handgun 
with him. 

Clarke was ar- 
rested and charged 
with a number of 
offences, including 
possession of 
stolen _ property, 


os A Photo Courtesy of Peel Police 


CACD PRESENTS 


BLACK 
HISTORY 


Celebrating with us, our great Heritage 


Hon. Jean Augustine, 


Keynote Speaker 


Mississauga Valley Community Centre 


LARRY TAYLOR AUDITORIUM 


1275 Mississauga Valley Boulevard, Mississauga ON. L5A 3R8 


possession with in- 
tent to traffic, pos- 
sessing a firearm 
without a license 
and additional 
charges. Clarke ap- 
peared for a bail 
hearing in Bramp- 
ton court on Feb. 
15. Residents with 
any additional in- 
formation regard- 
ing the case are 
asked to call 22 
Division at (905) 
453-3311, ext. 
2933, 


Chris Hayles, 


MC 
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Human Trafficking Day highlights key issue Brampton sets 50k tree 
planting goal 


in Peel Re 


National Human 
Trafficking Awareness 
Day will be acknowl- 
edged on Feb. 22 - and 
its more important 
than ever that residents 
in Peel realize how 
prevalent it is in the re- 
gion. 

While human traf- 
ficking, or "modern 
slavery," was initially 
meant to tackle the 
issue of migrants in the 
global world, it’s since 
shifted to forced immi- 
gration into prostitu- 
tion, and now has 
become a large collec- 
tion of preexisting 
global social problems. 

A Needs-Based As- 
sessment Report on 
Human Trafficking was 
released in May 2019 
by the Family Services 
of Peel in collaboration 
with the Peel Institute 
of Violence Prevention. 
Based on statistics re- 
leased by Peel Police in 
this report, it states that 
62.5 per cent of human 
trafficking cases in 
Canada are found in 
the Greater Toronto 
Area, especially in Mis- 
sissauga and Bramp- 
ton. 

The human traffick- 
ing epidemic can be 
traced to the existence 
of undocumented im- 
migrants, and _ sex 
workers, or rape, do- 
mestic violence, run- 
ning away from home, 
being "forced" through 
various social, political, 


gion 
by Surjit Singh Flora 


or economic factors to 
work, being poor, or 
being "forced" because 
someone recom- 
mended you try to work 
in a particular sector in 
the sex industry. Often, 
these cases involve 
threats of violence or 
physical coercion. 

Human trafficking is 
a criminal offense 
under the Criminal 
Code and the Immigra- 
tion and Refugee Pro- 
tection Act. It is a 
serious violation of in- 
dividuals’ human 
rights, and an issue that 
affects almost every 
country in the world. 

Canada has imple- 
mented various pro- 
grams to ight 
trafficking in persons 
domestically, as well as 
internationally. 

Sufferers of human 
trafficking frequently 
include younger 
women. 

According to police- 
reported data, from 
2009 - 2016, there were 
a total of 865 targeted 
victims of human traf- 
ficking. The vast major- 
ity (95 per cent) of 
those victims were 
women. 

Girls who come from 
poor families, lower so- 
cial and economic 
backgrounds, or newly 
immigrated to Canada 
are more likely to be 
caught in the clutches 
of crime. 

Girls in high school 


are often targeted b 
criminals, even thoug 
most of the time, their 
parents are unaware. 

Nearly three in ten 
(27 per cent) victims of 
police-reported human 
trafficking incidents ex- 
perienced some level of 
physical injury, most of 
which were minor, 
aside from physical in- 
juries, victims’ of 

uman trafficking may 
suffer other conse- 
quences such as emo- 
tional or psychological 
trauma. 

It is common in most 
of the communities 
that many young girls 
coming out of their 
teens are looking for a 
good career and safe 
place to live. Unfortu- 
nately, many are tar- 
geted with physical and 
financial exploitation. 

A report on human 
trafficking issued by 
Toronto's Covenant 
House has alerted the 
government, media, 
police, social workers 
and religious patrons to 
the underlying issues. 

The Day Against 
Human Trafficking is 
being celebrated in On- 
tario every year from 
2017. However, the 
cruelty of human traf- 
ficking continues to 
spread across the inter- 
national borders, and 
in Canada, it has had a 
devastating effect. 

Peel Region is said to 
be the capital of Canada 


for human trafficking. 
That is why the interna- 
tional presence of a 
large number of inter- 
national students are 
centralized here. 

Human trafficking is 
not under anyone's 
control, and the actions 
that are needed to stop 
it are not easy as well. 
We can say motiva- 
tional things, but the 
reality is that it will take 
prolonged and_ sus- 
tained change from all 
sectors. 

We can also be a part 
of the change, instead 
of just talking about it. 
Now, you must be 
questioning how big a 
part of this change you 
can be. 

Obviously, you can 
be as these things hap- 
pen between us, and 
only we have to identify 
who the victim is? 

Your active move- 
ment can save a per- 
son's life. Be a 
responsible and active 
member of society and 
help those in need. 
That may spread within 
your city, your commu- 
nity, and your home 
one day. 

So, before it comes to 
our homes or near and 
dear ones, we should all 
take some steps and re- 
move from our sur- 
roundings this threat 
that badly takes many 
people's lives. 


MBOT TV Weekly Recap 


MISSISSAUGA 
BOARD OF TRADE 


You can breathe a 
little easier. 

ape ape is jump- 
ing on the tree-plant- 
ing bandwagon, 
unanimously passing 
a motion at their reg- 
ular city council meet- 
ing on Feb. 19 to plant 
50,000 trees within 
the next decade. 

The announcement 
follows a recent an- 
nouncement that the 
city had declared a 
“climate emergency”, 
and passed a motion 
to develop strategies 
and initiatives to en- 
sure that the city cut 
down on carbon emis- 
sions and lowered 
greenhouse gases. 

“Our goal to reduce 
greenhouse gas emis- 
sions is a challenging 
one, but one we can 
achieve together with 
our community part- 
ners and initiatives,” 
Public Works and En- 
gineering chair Paul 
Vicente said Wednes- 
day during discus- 
sions at the council 
meeting. 


The city plans to 
achieve its goal by 
planting an additional 
7,000 trees annual, in 
addition to the 
43,000 that are al- 
ready planted annu- 
ally through the city 
and associated part- 
ners. 

The initiative, billed 
under the “One Mil- 
lion Trees Program”, 
aims to plant more 
trees near roads, 
walkways, _ existin 
city-owned lands an 
other public spaces to 
boost the city’s green- 
canopy and foster the 
delivery of ecosystem 
services. 

“(The program) is 
an exciting initiative 
that through partner- 
ships, will help our 
dedicated staff to con- 
tinue to advance 
Council’s priority of 
being a green city and 
create even more tree 
cover for our resi- 
dents to enjoy,” chief 
administrative officer 
David Barrick said 
Wednesday. 
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MISSISSAUGA CHINESE 
BUSINESS ASSOCIATION 


MARKHAM « RICHMOND HILL - VAUGHAN 
CHINESE BUSINESS ASSOCIATION 
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SUPPORT OUR BUSINESS COMMUNITY 


Campaign Period : 
14/2/2020 - 31/3/2020 


Visit and spend in any 
participating shops during the 
Campaign period and get a 

lucky draw ticket to win. 


2 round trip economy class air tickets where 


ao 


Air Canada flies by Air Canada 


$500 gift cards and more 
than 40 prizes. 
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( Region of Peel 
Ir working with you 
Update is: 
p a _ Novel Coronavirus in Peel 


February 18, 2020 
Dear Parents and Guardians, 


We are writing to you with an update on the novel coronavirus (COVID-19). The outbreak in 
China is still evolving, however it is important to note that to date there are no reported cases 
of COVID-19 in the Region of Peel. Peel Public Health continues to support Peel residents 
through providing up to date and credible information. As the situation around the virus is 
changing, students should stay up to date through trusted online sources including The Ministry 


of Health website and the Peel Public Health novel Coronavirus page. 


While the risk to Peel residents remains low, there have been some updated recommendations 
for individuals travelling from China. If you or your family have recently returned from China, 
please follow the recommendations below. 


If you or your family have travelled to Hubei province (including Wuhan) in the last 14 days: 
e Stay at home and avoid close contact with others, including those in your home, for 14 days 
after leaving Hubei province AND 
e Contact Peel Public Health for further instructions and important information. 
e If you notice flu-like symptoms, contact Peel Public Health immediately and refer to Peel Public 
Health’s guide on how and where to get medical help. 


If you or your family have travelled to mainland China in the last 14 days: 
e Pay attention to your body in case you develop a fever or any flu-like symptoms, for 14 days 
after leaving China. 
e If you notice flu-like symptoms, contact Peel Public Health immediately and refer to Peel Public 


Health’s guide on how and where to get medical help. 
e You do not need to contact Peel Public Health if you are well. 


If you have a health concern or other question about the virus, please call Peel Public Health at 
905-799-7700 or for residents of Caledon, 905-584-2216. 


Peelregion.ca 
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3.8 million in grant funding announced 


by Alex Gregory 


$3.8 million in 
community grants 
will be distributed to 
local groups and 
projects throughout 
Mississauga, city 
councillors decided 
Wednesday. 

The funding stream 
matches the amount 
provided last year by 
city council, and will 
see funds distributed 
to various initiatives, 
groups and projects 
throughout the city, 
representing cover- 
age of operating 


costs, project match- 
ing grants, arts and 
culture programs 
and much more. 

Speaking about the 
grants Wednesday 
morning, community 
services manager 
Paul Mitcham said 
the approved grants, 
representing arts 
and culture, festival 
and project funding, 
will continue to help 
local non-profits and 
support the commu- 
nity. 

“The support pro- 


1 &W 


|queer corp 


vided through these 
grants enhances the 
quality of life for our 
residents," Mitcham 
said. "They also ex- 
pand our cultural 
and recreational of- 
ferings to different 
communities and 
support —_ environ- 
mental protection 
initiatives through- 
out the city.” 

Within the com- 
munity grant pro- 
gram, 16 groups were 
recommended to re- 
ceive funding, with 


Nine, | “Dines 6 
& Network 


eres www. mbt ot. com 


) 


ee al ee 


seven being given 
through multi-year 


grants and _ nine 
given as one-time 
grants. 


Among the recipi- 
ents of the multi- 
year grants are 
Active Adult Centre 
of Mississauga 
($275,257), The 
Riverwood Conser- 
vancy ($331,859), 
Mississauga Sports 
Council ($114,955) 
and Erin Mills Youth 
Centre ($72,888), 
among others. 


25 organizations 
received funding 
through the arts and 
culture grant stream, 
including new and 
established organiza- 
tions. 

Six of the organiza- 
tions have received a 
multi-year funding 
agreement, including 
Sampradaya Dance 
Creations 
($130,000), the Art 
Gallery of Missis- 
sauga ($325,000), 
Heritage Missis- 
sauga ($244,000), 


:  Achoir performs during 
= Mississauga ItalFEST, one 
of several festivals that 
received grant funding 

from the City of Missis- 
Sauga Wednesday. (File 
Photo) 


the Living Arts Cen- 
tre ($100,000), the 
Mississauga Arts 
Council ($269,670), 
the Mississauga 
Symphony Orchestra 
($150,000) and Vi- 
sual Arts Missis- 
sauga ($165,000). 

In the cultural 
grant funding 
stream, 18 estab- 
lished festivals re- 
ceived funding, 
including the Bolly- 
wood Monster 
Mashup Festival 
($100,000), Caras- 
sauga ($120,000), 
Malton Celebrates 
Canada Day 
($23,000), the 
Southside Shuffle 
Blues and Jazz Festi- 
val ($100,000), 
Egyptian Coptic Fes- 
tival ($7,000), the 
Mississauga Water- 
front Festival 
($100,000) and 
Muslimfest 
($50,000), among 
others. 

In a statement, the 
city said that grant 
funding — supports 
various events that 
reflect Mississauga’s 
many cultural tradi- 
tions and practices, 
to ensure that local 
residents and visitors 
enjoy clean and safe 
venues. 


CLASSIC © 


JUNE 22, 2020 


1PM-9PM 


LIONHEAD GOLF AND 
COUNTRY CLUB 
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Constable charged after obstruction of 
justice, assault 


A Peel Police Con- 
stable is back in the 
news after being 
charged with assault 
and attempting to ob- 
struct justice. 

Peel Police’s Profes- 
sional Standards Bu- 
reau said late last 
week that Sean Os- 
borne, a 16-year vet of 
the force, was 
charged in connection 
with an incident that 
took place during an 
arrest on Nov. 14, 
2019. 

Osborne is cur- 
rently suspended with 

ay, and will appear 
or a hearing in 
Brampton court on 
Mar. 16. 

In a statement, Peel 
Police Chief Nishan 
Duraiappah said the 
force’s Professional 


Standards Bureau 
commenced an inves- 
ae immediately 
after learning about 
the allegations. 
“T would like to as- 
sure the public that 
allegations of an 


unlawful act carried 
out by our members 
will be investigated 
quickly and_ thor- 
oughly,” said Dura- 
lappa 


Osborne was previ- 
ously charged with 
assault causing bodily 
harm and perjury in 
connection with an 
incident that  oc- 
curred on Nov. 21, 
2005, when the Con- 
stable was working in 
21 Division. 

At the time of the 
charges, Osborne was 
accused er lying 


& CIDER 


FESTIVAL 


under oath in court 
during a trial date on 
May 29, 2007, during 
a trial concerning a 
drinking and driving 
investigation. 

Osborne and _an- 
other officer had at- 
tended the home of 
Brampton _ resident 
Vinny Bains in con- 
nection with the in- 
vestigation, and Bains 
was later charged 
with drinking and 
driving. 

The — subsequent 
trial accused Osborne 
of lying under oath 
after video evidence 
after video evidence 
surfaced showing that 
Bains was not intoxi- 
cated at the time of 
the incident in ques- 
tion. 
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Serial sexual abuser faces 47 
charges in major Caledon OPP bust 


by Alex Gregory 


A Caledon resident 
has been charged 
with a string of sex- 
ual assault offences, 
in connection with a 
number of incidents 
that stretch back 
nearly a decade. 

Caledon OPP re- 
vealed earlier this 
week that 65 year- 
old Thomas Hughes 
was arrested in con- 
nection with several 
historic cases, which 
have ties to the re- 
gion’s equine com- 
munity. 

Thomas, who had 
ties to a racehorse 
named “Shanias 


Image” that partici- 
pated in races in the 
Dufferin-Caledon 
area and neighbour- 
ing regions, was 
busted on 47 sexual 
assault charges relat- 
ing to cases dating 
back to 2011. 

The charges in- 
clude multiple of- 
fences related to 
child pornography 
and sexual assault, 
including four 
counts of sexual ex- 
ploitation, six counts 
of sexual interfer- 
ence, nine counts of 
procuring under the 
age of 18 and three 


Cheers 
Caledon 
EARLY BIRD 
tickets now 
available! 


counts of sexual as- 
sault, among others. 

Hughes was held 
for a bail hearing, 
and is scheduled to 
appear in Or- 
angeville court at an 
as-yet unannounced 
date. 

In a_ statement, 
Caledon OPP said 
there may be addi- 
tional victims related 
to the case. 

Residents with ad- 
ditional information 
regarding the case 
are asked to call 
Caledon OPP at 
(905) 584-2241. 


The “Toronto Superstar” 


Surjit Singh 
Flora 


Democracy has 
played an essential 
role in the multime- 
dia age. Timely and 
trustworthy media 
outlets keep people 
informed in lots of 
ways from multiple 
perspectives. 

Yet, typical media 
outlets have been ter- 
ribly damaged by the 
revolution in the web 
and social media 
spheres. The most 
massive impact has 
been on print media, 
which has caused it 
to become a mere 
shadow of its former 
day-to-day _ glory. 
This result has oc- 
curred across the 
world, but is becom- 
ing so troubling in 
developed countries 
that print media is 
not profitable in 
many sectors. 

Regardless of the 
revolution in the web 
and social media, the 
role of print media is 
not over. While social 
media is attaining 
new ways to reach 
the public, its mis- 
conduct is now in- 
creasingly noticeable. 
Social media market- 
ing loses the unique 
credibility and pres- 
ence of print and 
other conventional 
media (TVand radio) 


TOWN OF CALEDON 
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in combatting the 
spread of rumors. So- 
cial media marketing 
can't be depended on 
for valuable and 
truthful news report- 
ing, especially in an 
age of "fake news". 

Justin Trudeau's 
Liberal federal pre- 
sented a plan to help 
the print media last 

ear, with $595 mil- 
ion in financing set 
to be delivered over 
the next five years, 
and a potential in- 
crease afterward. 

The federal govern- 
ment hasn't yet re- 
leased the facts of 
how much funding 
will be provided to 
each media outlet, 
and it remains to be 
seen who is applica- 
ble for it. 

At the beginning of 
2019, those who read 
the terms and condi- 
tions weren't enthu- 
siastic, and earlier 
this year, a confer- 
ence held with eligi- 
ble news 
organizations and 
representatives from 
Canada Revenue 
Agency led to con- 
cerns over smaller 
publications being 
shut out, an elon- 
gated list of terms 
and conditions just to 
qualify as an ‘eligible 
Canadian news or- 

anization" and con- 
usion as to who 
could apply. 

Canada's main- 
stream print media is 
still playing a key 


role, but Canada is a 
multicultural coun- 
try. 

Ethnic media out- 
lets also participate 
in an important role, 
but at the end of the 
day, print media is 
suffering from finan- 
cial depression. 

In Aug. 2019, it was 
reported that 
Trudeau's _ Liberal 
government granted 
$115,385 in weekly 
funding to the 
Toronto Star, 
Canada's most signif- 
icant newspaper. 

That is a_ large 
amount, and what 
math the Feds used 
for this funding is 
known only to them. 

The Star publishes 
several flagship pa- 
pers, as well as many 
regional community 
papers. Earlier this 
month, parent com- 
pany Torstar made 
waves when it was 
announced that the 
flagship office build- 
ing of the Hamilton 
Spectator was being 
sold for $25.5 mil- 
lion, following the 
shuttering of several 
"StarMetro" daily 
newspapers late last 
year. 

There has also been 
gossip that the Star 
was a major sup- 
porter of the Liberal 

arty and had 
avourable coverage 
guidelines when it 
was reported that the 
Star was presented 
with the ongoing 


BOLTON LINE 


A transit service for Bolton 


Know when the bus arrives. 
To download the app, visit: 
caledon.ca/transit 


Unxder contract with the Town of Caledon 


funding. Many pun- 
dits even called it the 
"Trudeau Times" due 
to the Star putting a 
favourable spin on 
Trudeau's moves and 
claiming things were 
fine. 

On the other hand, 
the Toronto Sun and 
National Post are 
performing what I 
believe are the best 
job for Canadians to 
learn what's 
Trudeau's Liberals 
are doing with the 
taxpayers’ money. 

It was also recently 
reported that U.S. 
commercials (ads) 
weren't allowed on 
Canadian channels 
through the "Super 
Dish" satellite service 
in North America. 

Government regu- 
lators have imposed 
overseas streaming 
guidelines, so that a 
Canadian consumer 
must have Canadian 
content when ads are 
aired. 

The Trudeau gov- 
ernment spent $59 
million on govern- 
ment advertising be- 
fore the Oct. 2019 
federal election. Un- 
derstand that this 
amount may be a 
portion of the federal 
government's work 
and programs, not 
the Liberal Party's 
election cash. 

Interestingly, the 
Feds have — spent 
nearly the entirety of 
the $59 million on 
U.S. advertising pro- 


grams. These U.S. 
advertising programs 
include North Ameri- 
can platforms such as 
Yahoo and Facebook. 
This isn't an assump- 
tion, but it was re- 
ported in the "Total 
Annual Report on 
Federal of Canada 
Advertising Activi- 
ties." 

Facebook makes up 
about 71 per cent of 
the U.S. dollars allo- 
cated to Trudeau gov- 
ernment-sponsored 
ads. Many Canadian 
advertising organiza- 
tions are also now 
creating digital web- 
sites, but the Feds 
have seemingly for- 
gotten them. 

At the same time, 
Indigenous radio, tel- 
evision and print ad- 
vertising outlets have 
been treated com- 
pletely different by 
the federal govern- 
ment. 

When Canadians 
were shown reports 
about local, regional 
or national events on 

latforms like Face- 

ook and _ Yahoo, 
many of those media 
reports were dili- 
gently crafted by In- 
digenous advertising 
organizations that 
linked through social 
media platforms. 
That is enough to il- 
lustrate the value of 
Canada's Indigenous 
advertising agencies. 

Platforms such as 
Facebook and Yahoo 
sell their ads, and the 


vs. The “Trudeau Times” 


federal government 
offers them the most 
leads while overlook- 
ing their Indigenous 
advertising. Thus, the 
advertisers support- 
ing and journalists 
producing local 
media receive little or 
nothing from the 
amount of money 
provided to these 
U.S. companies. 

If the Trudeau gov- 
ernment continues 
this plan, it will result 
in a_ huge loss to 
Canada's mainstream 
and cultural media 
outlets. 

When the Canadian 
government is con- 
stantly cozying up to 
big data organiza- 
tions in the U.S., the 
most significant digi- 
tal regulating body 
on the planet, it'll be 
a large surprise to the 
Canadian press once 
the bottom drops out. 

There is absolutely 
no use or need for 
saying that there's lit- 
tle-to-no Canadian 
identity, especially 
when the Canadian 
government pro- 
motes Canadian 
identity at the grass- 
roots level. 

Does the Trudeau 
government feel that 
the Canadian press 
will give up in the 
face of the U.S. gov- 
ernment or other 
countries, just like 
they all but gave up 
on Canadian outlets? 

Only time will tell. 
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Business Women Academy brings female-led co-op solution 


to city 


by Clover Sterling 


A one-stop solution 
and an independent co- 
working space just for 
females where all aspir- 
ing entrepreneurs and 
women-led businesses 
can start and grow their 
ideas with the help of 
certified professionals 
has arrived in Bramp- 
ton. 


Impact Strategic 
Group Inc. was 
founded by Victoria 
Morgan in 2019, when, 
as an established busi- 
ness woman, Morgan 
visited the only busi- 
ness hub in her area to 
get some work done. 

From her observa- 
tion, the space was 


lacking a networking 
feel. 

“When I started my 
business, I noticed 
there was just one busi- 
ness hub in Brampton 
that I could go to,” said 
Morgan. “I visited once 
and it was mostly men 
there, and I thought to 
myself, I would love a 


wih “ 


place where it’s mostly 
women, we can sit to- 
gether, we can collabo- 
rate, we can network 
and we can bounce 
ideas off of each other. 

It didn’t have that 

community feel, and 
that is when I decided 
we need somewhere 
that women can come 
to.” 
With no time to 
spare, Morgan jumped 
into action. She went in 
search of a office space 
and luckily found the 
perfect location in Dec. 
2018. Construction 
started immediately, 
and within seven 
months, Impact Strate- 
gic Group was born. 

The space is a 
women-centric hub 
with over 2,000 sq. ft of 
space, which now offers 
a boardroom, private 
offices, business lounge 
and a workshop event 
space. 

“The people that 
come here are women 
who are entrepreneurs 
starting up their own 


business,” Morgan 
said. “They are not 
looking for an office 
that carries a lot of 
overhead expenses. 
They want to keep it 
low. 

They want to be 
around other women as 
themselves. Some are 
pee who work from 

ome and are tired of 
being alone in a base- 
ment office, they will 
come in and work from 
here.” 

The office, located on 
Queen Street East in 
Brampton’s downtown 
core, is open Monday 
to Friday during regu- 
lar business hours and 
special events are held 
on weekends. In addi- 
tion, there are benefits 
to becoming a member. 

“On a typical day, a 
client who is a member 
will come in either by 
meeting with one of 
their clients or wanting 
to double down on 
some work at the co- 
working desk,” Morgan 
said. “Drop-ins are also 


welcome, even if you 
are not a member. They 
will come in, take a few 
hours and use that time 
wisely.” 

The business hub is 
available to women 
from anywhere. 

There is also a mas- 
termind mentorship 
program offered to in- 
dividuals who may 
want to start a business 
or have a business idea, 
they haven’t tested it 
and are not sure if it 
will work, said Morgan. 

“They don’t know 
what structures to 
choose, so I go through 
the fundamentals on 
starting up a business 
and help to develop 
their idea to a solid 
business plan.” 

Morgan intends to 
expand the business 
hub to other surround- 
ing areas within Peel 
Region, where more 
women can be helped. 

For more informa- 
tion, visit the Impact 
website at  impact- 
strategic.ca. 


Bombardier to sell rail division as company goes all-air 


by Alex Gregory 


Someone’s got to 
keep the trains run- 
ning on time. 

Bombardier, which 
opened a major air- 
craft manufacturing 
facility in Mississauga 
late last year, an- 
nounced Monday that 
it will be selling it’s 
transportation busi- 


ness to France’s Al- 
stom SA for an enter- 

rise value of $8.2 
bilkoa, in a block- 
buster deal. 

The transportation 
company, which oper- 
ates an office in Mis- 
sissauga and opened 
its new aerospace 
production facility 


near Pearson Airport 
in November, an- 
nounced Monday that 
it had made the deci- 
sion to focus exclu- 
sively on business 
aviation. 

As part of the trans- 
action, Bombardier 
has signed a Memo- 
randum of Under- 


standing with Alstom 
SA and la Caisse to 
make the sale. Bom- 
bardier will net an es- 
timated $4.2 - $4.5 
billion through the 
sale, which will be 
used to pay down 
debt and evaluate the 
most efficient debt re- 
duction strategies. 

The sale marks an 
exciting new chapter 
for Bombardier, said 
the company presi- 
dent, Alain Belle- 
mare. 

“Going forward, we 
will focus all our capi- 
tal, energy and re- 
sources on 
accelerating growth 
and driving margin 
expansion in our mar- 
ket-leading $7 billion 
business aircraft fran- 
chise,” Bellemare said 
Monday. “We will 
compete in this mar- 
ket from a position of 
strength.” 

Bombardier, which 
is based in Berlin, has 
offices located 
throughout Canada, 


with more than 3,000 
employees nationally. 
The company has 
struggled with debt 
obligations over the 
last few years, with a 
high-profile deal to 
ink a merger deal with 
Airbus for its C-series 
passenger jet ending 
this month, when the 
jet series was sold for 
$600 million to Air- 
bus and the Quebec 
government. 

Some media reports 
have estimated Bom- 
bardier’s debt at the 
$9 million mark. 

Selling the rail busi- 
ness will allow the 
company to reshape 
and redefine our cap- 
ital structure, said 
Bellemare, who indi- 
cated that other previ- 
ously-announced 
transactions would 
net the company be- 
tween $6.5-7 billion 
in on-hand cash. 

The signing of the 
MOU_ was _ unani- 
mously approved by 
each of Bombardier 


and Alstom’s board of 
directors, and the 
transaction is fully 
supported by la 
Caisse, who will be- 
come a new long-term 
shareholder of Al- 
stom. 

“We are confident 
that the sale of our 
rail business to Al- 
stom is the right ac- 


tion for all 
stakeholders,” said 
Bellemare. 

“As a company, 


their mission to pro- 
vide the world’s most 
efficient mobility so- 
lutions, their commit- 
ment to technology 
and their focus on 
sustainability will 
serve our customers 
well. They also appre- 
ciate and value our 
technology and capa- 
bilities. Above all, 
they recognize our 
talented and passion- 
ate employees and the 
great work they have 
done,” Bellemare 
stated. 
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Career expo offers jobs 
in fire services 


Residents interested 
in joining fire and 
emergency services 
and a career will have 
the opportunity to 
make their dream a 
reality next week, as 
Brampton staff will be 
on-hand to provide 
more information at a 
special job expo. 

The expo, which 
takes place next Tues- 
day, Feb. 25 from 3-8 
p-m. at Chris Gibson 
Recreation Centre, 
will see representa- 
tives from Brampton 
Transit and Fire and 
Emergency Services 
on-hand to provide 
stories about their ca- 
reer paths, show inter- 


este parties 
development and 
work opportunities 


available with both 
city divisions, 


and 


host a free resume 
clinic for participants. 

The city employs 
mechanics, foreper- 
sons, and administra- 
tors in a variety of 
roles, including infor- 
mation technology, 
mapping, _ customer 
service, public educa- 
tion, and more. 

While the city is un- 
able to accept resumes 
during the Expo, ac- 
cording to a statement 
last week, staff will 
provide job-seekers 
with information 
about qualifications 
and the hiring 
process. 

Chris Gibson Recre- 
ation Centre is located 
at 125 McLaughlin 
Road, between 
Williams Parkway and 
Queen Street. Admis- 
sion is free. 
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Brampton continues speed enforcement 
push with new sign 


Brampton’s push to 
make community 
zones safer continued 
last week with the the 
unveiling of its second 
Automated Speed En- 
forcement (ASE) sign, 
which will deter 
speeding drivers in 
residential and school 
neighbourhoods. 

Wards 1&5 Regional 
Councillors Rowena 
Santos and Paul Vi- 
cente were on-hand 
alongside Brampton 
Fire Chief Boyes and 
Peel Regional Police 
Superintendent Sean 
Mckenna last week as 
the new sign was un- 
veiled on Vodden 
Street East. located 
near the Kennedy 
Road and Ken 
Whillans Drive area. 

Addressing speed- 
ing and traffic calm- 
ing measures, 
especially in commu- 
nity safety zones, is a 
priority, Santos said. 

“We believe that im- 
plementing ideas 
proven by data, evi- 
dence and research 


such as automated 
speed enforcement 
cameras will provide 
the permanent solu- 
tions that will have an 
impact on speeding in 
our community.” 

The ASE is an auto- 
mated system that 
uses a camera and a 


PWN Staff Photo 


speed measurement 
device to help reduce 
speed in identified 
areas (school zones 
and community safety 
zones across Ontario). 

ASE captures and 
records images of ve- 
hicles travelling in ex- 
cess of the posted 


limit. The implemen- 
tation of ASE across 
the province focuses 
on increasing safety 
and comfort for local 
communities, particu- 
larly for more vulner- 
able road users, like 
seniors and children. 


New development brings rental units to City Centre 


GWL Realty Advi- 
sors (GWLRA) an- 
nounced late last 
week that it plans to 
construct a  35- 
storey, purpose- 
built rental building 
at 185 Enfield Place, 
in Mississauga’s 
City Centre neigh- 
bourhood. 

The project in- 
volves the construc- 
tion of 365 suites in 
a variety of layouts 
and floor plans 
ranging in size from 
three bedrooms to 
one bedroom. 

Recognizing the 
shortage of rental 
housing for families, 
40 per cent of the 
project’s apartments 
will have floor plans 
in excess of 700 
square feet. The re- 
mainder will offer 
smaller, more effi- 
ciently designed res- 
idences for couples 
and singles. 

“The 185 Enfield 
Place development 
will help address the 
need for rental 
housing in the Mis- 
sissauga City Centre 
and appeal to urban 
lifestyle prefer- 
ences,” said Adam 


Schneiderman, 
GWLRA’s vice pres- 
ident, development. 

“Given the area’s 
low vacancy rates 
and the site’s prox- 
imity to shopping at 
Square One, Sheri- 
dan College, City 
Hall and an array of 
great restaurants, 
transit, community 
services and parks, 
we believe this pur- 
pose-built — rental 
project is the right 
development at the 
right time.” 

The project’s 
planned 365 suites 
will feature distinc- 
tive high-quality fin- 
ishes, a 
contemporary 
colour palette and 
modern, __ well-ap- 
pointed _ kitchens 
and fixtures includ- 
ing in-suite washers 
and dryers. 

The building 
amenities planned 
for 185 Enfield Place 
are designed to take 
urban apartment 
living to the next 
level. 

The building will 
feature an array of 
indoor and outdoor 
amenities to suit 


every preference, in- 
cluding a full-sized 


indoor _ basketball 
court, a fully 
equipped fitness 


centre, a dog spa 
and outdoor dog 
run, movie room, 
guest suites, resi- 
dent lounge as well 
as a bookable dining 
room with kitchen 
facilities. 

The project also 
includes plans for a 
spacious and ele- 
gantly appointed 
ground floor lobby 
with lounge areas 
and amenity retail 
to cater to the day- 
to-day needs of resi- 
dents and visitors. 


The proposed 
building also fea- 
tures ample bicycle 
parking and storage 
lockers as well as, 
extensive “green” 
roof spaces, some of 
which will be acces- 
sible to residents 
and their guests. 

The building site’s 
prime location is 
walkable to public 
transit via multiple 
bus routes, the 
Cooksville GO sta- 
tion and the 
planned LRT on 
Hurontario Street, 
as well as ready ac- 
cess to nearby high- 
ways. 

Designed 

PI 
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Toronto-based 
Kirkor Architects 
and Planners, the 
project will focus on 
sustainable urban 
development and is 
targeting LEED® 
certification. 
Drawings for 185 
Enfield Place are 
now under review 
by the City of Mis- 
sissauga. If ap- 
proved =, 
construction is ex- 
pected to start in 
2020 with occu- 
pancy in 2023. 
GWLRA is devel- 
oping this project on 
behalf of its clients; 
The Canada Life As- 
surance Company 


— ye 
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and Canadian Real 
Estate Investment 
Fund No.1. 

“The 185 Enfield 
Place development 
is a great example of 
our dynamic and 
fast-growing real es- 
tate portfolio,” says 
Brian Allison, exec- 
utive vice president, 
Canada Life. 

“This project re- 
flects our commit- 
ment to forward 
thinking and _ cre- 
atively inspired real 
estate developments 
that can provide 
strong and stable re- 
turns for investors 
and add value to 
communities.” 


Recently, Ontario’s 
Minister of Labour, 
Training, and Skills 
Development, Monte 
McNaughton, 
launched an exciting 
campaign to encour- 
age young people 
across Ontario to con- 
sider a career in the 
skilled trades. 

Over 200,000 jobs 
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across many skilled 
trades sectors are va- 
cant in Ontario, in- 
cluding over 13,000 
in the construction 
sector. These hands- 
on careers are mean- 
ingful, flexible and 
offer job security, 
freedom to travel and 
in some cases, six-fig- 
ure salaries. 
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Among the many 
benefits for busi- 
nesses —_ associated 
with hiring more ap- 
prentices, the Cana- 
dian Apprenticeship 
Forum finds that for 
every dollar an em- 
ployer invests in an 
apprenticeship, their 
business gets an aver- 
age return of $1.47. 
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Encouraging Skilled Trades Throughout Caledon 


by Sylvia Jones, MPP 


This return on in- 
vestment is signifi- 
cant for employers 
and Ontario’s econ- 
omy. Unfortunately, 
Ontario has less than 
half the rate of ap- 
prentices compared 
to the national aver- 
age. 

That is why we have 
launched the “Find a 


Career You Wouldn’t 
Trade” advertisement 
campaign to help 
young people make it 
in the trades. 

You may have seen 
these ads during 
movie trailers, at your 
local coffee shop, or 
online. 

We want to encour- 
age young people and 
their parents to visit 
our new digital trades 
hub at 
Ontario.ca/trades, 
watch the ads, and 
find out more about 
the diverse variety of 
skilled trades across 
the province. 

Part of our plan is 
also to simplify the 
skilled trades system 
as a whole. For exam- 
ple, employers have 
previously struggled 
with many layers of 
bureaucracy to access 
apprentices. 

Our government 
recognizes these diffi- 
culties, and we have 
responded by passing 
the Modernizing the 
Skilled Trades and 
Apprenticeship Act in 
2019. 


Among other im- 
provements to the 
system, we have elim- 
inated the Ontario 
College of Trades 
membership fees for 
apprentices, and re- 
duced the fee for jour- 
neypersons by 50 per 
cent. 

These changes build 
on existing work 
being done including 
setting the jour- 
neyperson to appren- 
tice ratios to 1:1 for all 
trades with ratios. 

Our government 
wants to be part of the 
solution to the skills 
gap. We will continue 
working with busi- 
nesses to make sure 
we have the skilled 
workers needed to 
keep Ontario strong 
and prosperous. 

To learn more about 
how our government 
is continuing to sup- 
port those in the 
skilled trades and 
those looking join 
them, visit sylvia- 
jonesmpp.ca or call 
my office 1-800-265- 
1603. 


Rail shutdown will lead to propane shortages, 
local company warns 


Mississauga's Su- 
perior Propane is 
warning that critical 
supply shortages 
may be imminent in 
the wake of ongoing 
protests. 

The propane com- 
pany, which is head- 
quartered on Century 
Avenue, told in- 
vestors last week that 
they are forecasting 
critical supply short- 
ages of propane 
transported by rail in 
key Canadian mar- 
kets, including areas 
throughout Central 
and Eastern Canada, 
as a result of block- 
ades set up to protest 
construction of the 
Coastal GasLink 
pipeline. 

"Due to the current 
inability to move rail- 
cars of propane to 
supply our branches 
in Central and East- 
ern Canada, we pre- 
dict that in the 
coming days we will 
begin to experience 
supply shortages to 


many areas of the 
country that rely on 
propane to heat and 
power their homes 
and businesses, in- 
cluding many essen- 
tial services such as 
hospitals and retire- 
ment homes," said 
Superior Propane 
president Greg Mc- 
Camus, referring to 
ongoing protests by 
the Wet'suwet'en 
people regarding the 
$6 billion pipeline 
project. 

Forecast shortages 
will result in a major 


disruption of 


propane supply to 
many consumers and 
businesses through- 
out the region over 
the coming days, in- 
cluding to homes, 
hospitals, businesses, 
schools, farms, and 


emergency vehicle 
fleets, said McCa- 
mus. 


The company is 
currently working to 
prioritize essential 
service and  con- 


sumer needs, and 
will have no choice 
but to begin to curtail 
deliveries if the cur- 
rent situation is not 
alleviated quickly, he 
explained. 

"Superior is work- 
ing day-and-night to 
increase propane 
transportation by 
road in order to con- 
tinue meeting the 
needs of our cus- 
tomers,” said McCa- 


mus. “With the sus- 
pension of all rail 
service east of 
Toronto, we will soon 
not be able to keep 
up with capacity... 
there are simply not 
enough propane 
hauling vehicles or 
loading and supply 
points to compensate 
for the loss of rail ca- 
pacity at this time of 
year.” 

The move follows 


similar public state- 
ments by _ local 
boards of trade and 
companies over the 
impact caused by the 
protests, which 
began on Feb. 8 ata 
rail crossing near 
Belleville, Ontario. 
Similar to the re- 
cent CN Rail labour 
dispute, the lack of 
rail capacity will also 
put extreme pressure 
on supply points in 


all of Ontario, 
Québec and Atlantic 
Canada due to con- 
gestion of available 
transportation, said 
McCamus. 

Superior Propane 
delivers 1.5 billion 
litres of propane an- 
nually, and employs 
more than 1,500 
workers at offices 
throughout the coun- 


try. 
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A “novel” Coronavirus epidemic, 
recession? 


by Vidya Gopaul 


This year - 2020 - 
there will be a U.S. 
election. 

Whoever the in- 
cumbent president 
is, he or she will have 
to do their utmost 
best not to have a re- 
cession during an 
election year. 

So far, Donald 
Trump, the president 
of the United States, 
is doing just that. He 
is doing a great job of 
not wrecking the job 
market, the equity 
market, the low em- 
ployment and the 
low interest rate. 

We can look to the 
past for evidence of 
what happens when 
a recession hits in an 
election year - 
George Bush Sr. lost 
the U.S. election to 
Bill Clinton because 
a recession hit the 
equity market during 
his first year of pres- 
idency. That is why 
Trump is doing his 
level best to quash 
any recession in 
2020. 

However, if you 
look at the industrial 
expansion, it has 
been expanding 
since the last reces- 
sion in 2008. On av- 
erage, an industrial 
expansion lasts for 
about ten years. 

This expansion has 
lasted and continues 
to last for more than 
eleven-and-a-half 
years. Hence, a re- 


cession is way over- 
due. 

Since Oct. 2019, 
numerous pundits in 
the equity market 
have been predicting 
that a recession 
could manifest in 
2020. By the law of 
averages, it should 
occur. It will, but not 
for the reasons men- 
tioned above. That is, 
there is an election in 
the United States in 
2020. 

Do not forget that 
the U.S. is a major (if 
not the major) 
aes of equity mar- 

et and capitalism in 
the world 

Even though there 
is no recession in a 
traditional manner 
in sight, it looks like 
a sort of recession 
has been inadver- 
tently created by the 
Coronavirus. 

I call it a "soft land- 
ing recession,” be- 
cause unlike a major 
recession, this reces- 
sion has not created 
a major panic in the 
equity market and 
global industrial 
market just yet. 

In the past few 
weeks since’ the 
spread of the Coron- 
avirus, the global eq- 
uity market 
ineliding the U.S. 
and Canadian mar- 
kets have been very 
volatile. 

In one day, the U.S. 
Dow Jones lost 600 


points, and then re- 
covered 300 points 


the next day. 
China, where the 
Coronavirus _ origi- 


nated from, is a key 
and major role- 
player at the global 
market. There is no 
doubt that this virus 
has put a big dent in 
the economy of 
China. 

Factories are being 
shut down. Shopping 
malls are closed. 
Major cities were 
abandoned during 
the Chinese Lunar 
New Year celebra- 
tions. 

Hence, consumer 
spending has been 
drastically curtailed. 
Major airlines, such 
as Air Canada and 
some airlines in 
America, have 
stopped operating 
flights into China. 

Major restaurants, 


such as Starbucks, 
have also closed their 
doors to customers. 
The virus has also af- 
fected the supply 
chains of major in- 
dustries and have 
created disruption in 
big companies. 

Car plants across 
China were closed. 
Global automakers 
such as_ Toyota, 
Daimler, General 
Motors, Renault, 
Hyundai and Volk- 
swagen had to shut 
down their opera- 
tions. 

This outbreak will 
probably make the 
carmakers slash pro- 
duction by about 15 
per cent in the first 
quarter. 

It has also made 
the production of the 
Apple iPhone in 
China that much 
more difficult be- 
cause chips makers, 


such as Qualcomm - 
the world’s biggest 
manufacturer of 
smartphone chips, 
have said the pro- 
duction of such items 
has slowed down. 

Hence, if China 
cannot supply goods 
to big and well- 
known companies in 
America and other 
countries, then the 
manufacturing of 
goods in those coun- 
tries will slow down. 

That will affect 
negatively on the 
GDP (Gross Domes- 
tic Product) in the 
first quarter. 

Subsequently, 
there are thousands 
of job losses. Less in- 
come in the econ- 
omy, and hence, less 
spending. 

Overall, it will 
likely have a negative 
effect on the first 
quarter’s GDP. 


Representatives from Tri 
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uring a  strateg 


or a soft landing 


In a nutshell, this 
outbreak of Coron- 
avirus will create a 
‘soft landing’ reces- 
sion, which in a way 
will satisfy the equity 
market pundits and 
gurus who are ea- 
gerly waiting and 
predicting an over- 
due recession in the 
near future. And 
hence, help elect an 
incumbent US presi- 
dent. 

But rest assured, 
that a real recession 
will hit the market 
soon after the U.S. 
election - because it 
is long overdue. 

A market cannot 
keep expanding for 
ever. A market con- 
traction will happen 
at some point, and 
the market will go 
through a cyclical 
process. 
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Ricoh Canada partners with awards to highlight influential women 


Mississauga’s 
Ricoh Canada will 
be partnering with a 
major awards cere- 
mony to recognize 
notable women 
throughout the 
country next month. 

The workplace so- 
lutions __ provider, 
which is headquar- 
tered on Explorer 
Drive, said Monday 
that it will be part- 
nering with the 
Women of Influence 
organization to rec- 
ognize the country’s 
most accomplished 
role models at the 
2020 Top 25 
Women of Influence 
Awards Luncheon, 
to be held on Mar. 3 
in Toronto. 


Human rights ac- 
tivist/author Sally 
Armstrong and Na- 
tion Chief Water 
Commissioner Au- 
tumn Peltier will be 
this year’s keynote 
speakers at the 
event, which will be 
hosted at the Hilton 
Toronto. 

Ricoh said Mon- 
day that the new 
partnership repre- 
sents an important 
milestone as part of 
the company’s com- 
mitment towards 
supporting and cele- 
brating diversity and 
inclusion through- 
out the country. 

"Our partnership 
with Women of In- 
fluence is perfectly 


aligned with Ricoh's 
brand message of 

‘imagine. change.’,” 
said Ricoh vice pres- 
ident of marketing 
Eric Fletcher. "We're 
proud to celebrate 
the accomplish- 
ments of female 
leaders who have 
driven positive 
change for everyone 
in Canada." 

The partnership 
acts as a valuable 
opportunity towards 
highlighting female 
empowerment and 
leadership in the 
community, said 
Fletcher, noting that 
the awards will hon- 
our the achieve- 
ments of female 
leaders across a vari- 


ety of sectors and ca- 
reer stages for their 
contributions to 
women's advance- 
ment. 

The Top 25 
Women are academ- 
ics and executives, 
athletes and ac- 
tivists, and, by any 
benchmark, individ- 
uals of immeasura- 
ble influence. 

"Partnering with 
Ricoh compliments 
our shared vision in 
recognizing and cel- 
ebrating the diverse 
accomplishments of 
role models across 
Canada," said Alicia 
Skalin, Women of 
Influence’s co-CEO 
and event/program- 
ming head. 


—o- 


Tickets for the 
event are $120 each, 
with tables available. 
For more informa- 
tion, visit the event 


ENOF WOMEN OF 
INFLUEN 
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INFLUENCE 


website at 
womenofinfluence.c 
a/event/2020-top- 
25-luncheon. 
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Little NHL tournament touts “All as One Team” 


by Alex Gregory 


A local electric 
company has _ re- 
upped its sponsor- 
ship of a major 
hockey tournament 
taking place in Mis- 
sissauga next 
month. 

Hydro One an- 
nounced late last 
week that it will be 
returning as the pre- 
senting sponsor of 
the 49th annual Lit- 
tle Native Hockey 
League, which runs 
from Mar. 16-19 at 
the Paramount Fine 
Foods Centre. 

More than 3,500 
competitors and 
228 teams from In- 


Last year 


—_ 
Hydro One "Win as One yA ontest 


award winners, the Garden River Little Thi 


digenous communi- 
ties across’ the 
province are ex- 
pected to converge 
on the Centre next 
month to compete 
in the tournament, 
which is billed as the 
largest yet in the or- 
ganization's history. 

The announce- 
ment was marked 
with the joint an- 
nouncement of rep- 
resentatives from 
the Nipissing First 
Nation host commu- 
nity and Hydro One 
for anew promotion 
that encourages 
players to share 


their team spirit and 


pr Tyke 


Team, show off their new hockey sticks 


Group/Hydro On 


excitement online, 
with plenty — of 
prizes, including 
new helmets and 
hockey sticks, up for 
grabs. 

The tournament 
brings thousands of 
residents in from 
the community and 
around the province 
to celebrate the 
power of sport, said 
Hydro One's vice 
president of Indige- 
nous relations, 
Derek Chum. "The 
Little NHL tourna- 
ment is one of the 
many ways we work 
to build lasting rela- 
tionships with In- 


digenous communi- 
ties across the 
province... we ap- 
plaud Nipissing 
First Nation for its 
efforts in hosting 
what is sure to be a 
fantastic event,” 
Chum said Friday. 

The Little NHL 
program is spon- 
sored through 
Hydro One's com- 
munity investment 
program, Building 
Safe Communities, 
which focuses on 
supporting commu- 


nities through safety 
training and safe 
play. 


"The Little NHL 


brings youth to- 
gether to play with 
pride and showcase 
their communities, 
and we are grateful 
to (our partners) for 
generously support- 
ing this tradition 
that creates so many 
lasting memories 
and friendships," 
said Nipissing First 
Nation Chief Scott 
McLeod, who went 
on to explain that 
this year's tourna- 
ment theme, "All 
Nations, One Fam- 
ily" will be cele- 
brated with 
thousands of youths 
and families from 


First Nations across 
the province. 

With the number 
of teams expected 
from First Nations 
across Ontario, the 
tournament contin- 
ues to provide In- 
digenous youth the 
opportunity to come 
together to repre- 
sent their communi- 
ties and showcase 
their hockey skills, 
said the president of 
the Little NHL's ex- 
ecutive committee. 

"The Little NHL 
has grown to 228 
teams from a mere 
17 teams in 1971. In 
many of the commu- 
nities, Little NHL is 
a hallmark hockey 
event for all players, 
parents, family and 
community mem- 
bers to participate in 
and take pride in 
our children and 
young people," said 
Little NHL's Marian 
Jacko. 

"It is an opportu- 
nity for everyone to 
come together to 
promote the Little 
NHL's four pillars of 
respect, citizenship, 
sportsmanship and 
education, and we 
look forward to see- 
ing everyone at the 
opening cere- 
monies." 

More information 
about the contest 
can be found at hy- 
droone.com/ Lit- 
tleNHL. 


Up-and-coming talent to be recognized at awards 


With the baseball 
season just around the 
corner, the North Duf- 
ferin Baseball League 
will hold an annual 
general meeting on 
Mar. 8 at the Lisle Le- 
gion. 

Prior to the meeting, 
awards from the 2019 
season will be pre- 
sented during a cere- 
mony and lunch at 12 
p.m. The awards cere- 
mony will be open to 
players and fans. Some 
of the awards to be 


resented include the 

est batter, best 
pitcher and most valu- 
able players for both 
the senior and junior 
divisions. 

The Bolton Brewers, 


Orangeville Rockies 
and New _ Lowell 
Knights are up for sev- 


eral categories each in 
this year’s awards 

At 1 p.m., the league 
membership will meet 
for the first meeting of 
the year. 

The North Dufferin 


a offers a junior 

senior division 
with teams from Duf- 
ferin’ and Simcoe 
Counties and York and 
Peel Regions. 

Senior or Junior 
teams wishing to par- 
ticipate in the upcom- 
ing season must be 
present for the meet- 
ing. 

Further information 
is available by visiting 
ndbl.ca. The Lisle Le- 
gion is located at 8439 
Main Street. 


Nathan Todd had 
four points, includ- 
ing the game win- 


ner, as the 
Brampton Beast 
knocked off the 


Kalamazoo Wings 4- 
3 on both Family 
Day and Nick- 
elodeon PAW Patrol 
Day at the CAA Cen- 
tre. 

The Beast returned 
home to take on the 
Kalamazoo Wings 
for the second time 
in three days. The 
Beast skated away 
with a 8-5 win the 
last time the two 
clubs clashed. 

It was also Family 
Day up in Canada 
and Brampton 
hosted their Nick- 
elodeon PAW Patrol 
Day. 

The Beast got the 
scoring started with 
a rebound goal fired 
into the net by An- 
thony Nigro. The 
forward took the re- 
bound off the Todd 
shot and gave the 
Beast a 1-0 lead with 
his ist of the year at 
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4:12. 
The Wings fired 
back and score goals 
from Zach Frye and 
Ian Edmondson at 
5:02 and 15:53 re- 
spectively and took a 
2-1 lead into the first 
intermission. 
Brampton led in 
shots after the first 
to the tune of 20-7. 
The second period 
was punctuated with 
big hits and power 


play goals. TJ 
Melancon walked 
the line on _ the 


power play, made 
his way closer to the 
net and fired a shot 
through traffic to tie 
the game 2-2 at the 
2:50 mark. 

Later in the frame, 
Brampton was on 
the man advantage 
yet again, and it was 
Nathan Todd who 
found twine past 
Jake Kielly for the 
go-ahead goal at 
11:17. Erik Bradford 
sent the puck on net 
and Todd took a 
handful of whacks at 
it until he found the 


back of the net. 

The Beast took a 3- 
2 lead into the sec- 
ond intermission 
and would lead in 
shots by a count of 
27-16. 

The third period 
saw the K-Wings tie 
the game up early 
with a goal from 
Cory Dunn. That 
knotted the game up 
apiece at 2:24. 

Later in the frame, 


heUniom\brat" 


1285 
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Todd Nabs Four as Beast Knock Off K-Wings 


it was Brampton’s 
turn for some late 
heroics and it was a 
familiar face. Todd 
got the chance in 
front and was able 
find the back of net 
for his second of the 
game at 13:03. 

With time winding 
down, the K-Wings 
appeared to have 
tied the contest 4-4, 
but a goal review 
was called and it was 


determined that 
there was goaltender 
interference and the 
goal was called off. 

Todd’s goal at 
13:03 stood up as 
the winner’ as 
Brampton _ skated 


away with a 4-3 reg- 
ulation time victory. 

D’Agostini finished 
with the win and 
made 21 total stops. 
Kielly took the loss 
and ended the after- 


noon with 32 saves. 

The Beast ended 
the night by going 
two-for-seven on the 
power play. Kalama- 
ZOO was scoreless on 
six attempts. 

Brampton will be 
back on the road to- 
morrow night for a 
date with _ the 
Adirondack Thun- 
der. Puck drops at 7 
p.m. 


Steelheads Team Up with Trillium For 
New School Night 


On Friday, Mar. 
13, the Mississauga 
Steelheads host the 
Niagara IceDogs in 
the club’s second an- 
nual New School 
Night in support of 
Trillium Health 
Partners. 

The hockey club 
will be welcoming in 
the next-generation 
of hockey fans as 
seven lucky kids will 
get a behind the 
scenes look at the 
inner workings of 


the hockey team. 
With a successful 
New School Night 
last season, the 
hockey club _ has 
partnered with Tril- 
lium Health Part- 
ners and _ added 
some unique ele- 
ments to make the 
game even more 
memorable. Steel- 
heads players will be 
wearing specialty 
jerseys designed by a 
child from the pae- 
diatric unit at THP. 


The team will also 
be extending tickets 
to patients and their 
families. 

“We are so thank- 
ful that our paedi- 
atric patients and 
their families are 
given the opportu- 
nity to be a part of 
this amazing initia- 
tive,” said Trillium 
Health Partners VP 
of patient care serv- 
ices, Debra Carson, 
“and we look for- 
ward to working to- 


gether in the future.” 

Once again, seven 
positions will be 
available for the next 
wave of kids to take 
on during New- 
School Night, in- 
cluding Warm-Up 
Coach, PA  An- 
nouncer, DJ/Goal 
Horn Operator, So- 
cial Media _ Side- 
Kick, Junior 
Reporter, Junior In- 
Game Host and Jun- 
ior Radio Announcer 

This year’s New 
School Night also 
marks the last Win- 
ning Night during 
the 2019-20 cam- 
paign. 

If the Steelheads 
secure two points on 
Mar. 13, fans in at- 
tendance will have 
an opportunity to re- 
deem their ticket for 
a free ticket to the 
club’s game against 
the Barrie Colts on 
Mar. 20. 

For more informa- 
tion on the event or 
to purchase tickets, 
visit the event web- 
site at trilliumgiv- 
ing.ca/steelheads. 
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Kings Pull Away 
From Raptors 905 


Raptors 905 (15- 
20) dropped its last 
game before NBA 
All-Star break, 107- 
104 to the Stockton 
Kings (18-15) 
Wednesday night at 
Paramount Fine 
Foods Centre. 

Isaiah Canaan led 
all scorers with 23 
points, while Robert 
Franks and_ Eric 
Mika posted double- 
doubles in the vic- 
tory for Stockton. 

Henry  Ellenson 
responded with 19 
points for the 905, 
who had seven play- 
ers reach double- 
digit point totals. 

The two teams 


played a tightly con- 
tested opening half, 
with neither gaining 
a significant advan- 


tage, leading to a 
slight 51-50 lead for 
the 905 at the break. 

In the third quar- 
ter, the 905 would 
build on its lead, 
outscoring the Kings 
32-23, with Ellen- 
son scoring a quar- 
ter-high 10 points. 

Stockton utilized a 
10-0 run midway 
through the fourth 
quarter to pull 
themselves back 
within striking dis- 
tance and an 8-0 
run at the 4:35 mark 
to take the lead. 

The comeback bid 
was completed 
when Hollis Thomp- 
son scored four of 
his 21 points in the 
final 31 seconds to 
seal the victory. 
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Golden Hawks 
suffer heartbreak 


It was a strong 
season, but a play- 
off win wasn’t in 
the cards, as the 
Caledon Golden 
Hawks were de- 
feated this past 
weekend by the 
Penetang Kings, 
who move on to 
the next round of 


the 2019-20 
Provincial Junior 
Hockey League 
championships. 
The Golden 
Hawks were 


routed with a score 
of 4-1 by the Kings 
to conclude the 
season. 

“Thank you to all 
the Golden Hawks 
fans who _— sup- 
ported us this sea- 
son,” the team 
wrote on Sunday. 
“Hopefully, we will 
see you next sea- 
son!” 

The team is also 
looking towards 
the next season, 
and is canvassing 
Pees eee dir, ©, 

ockey players to 


keep their calen- 
dars free on June 
13 and 14 to attend 
the Golden Hawks 
Spring Condition- 


ing and _ Tryout 
Camp at South 
Fletcher’s Sport- 


splex in Brampton. 

Goaltenders are 
invited to a special 
goaltenders clinic 
on Monday, June 8 
at South 
Fletcher’s, with 
successful partici- 
pants joining the 
skaters for three 
games on June 13 
and 14. 

From there, a 
team of Camp Se- 
lects will be chosen 
to play against the 
current Golden 
Hawks roster in a 
full game _ with 
three 20 minute 
stop time periods 
on June 14. 

For more infor- 
mation, email the 


team lead at 
robininscoe@gmai 
l.com. 
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Brampton emergency workers take top 
prizes during world competition 


Agroup of emer- 
gency service employ- 
ees took home several 
top prizes late last year 
during an_ interna- 
tional firefighter-cen- 
tric world competition, 
it was revealed last 
week. 

Members of Bramp- 
ton Fire and Emer- 
gency Services were 
on-hand to receive 
congratulations from 
Brampton staff and 
councillors after taking 
home multiple first- 
place prizes in a series 
of races, hosted as part 
of the Firefighter Com- 
bat Challenge World 
Competition in Ala- 


bama. 

Ateam led by 
Brampton District 
Chief reigned supreme 
in a number of individ- 
ual and team races, 
with local firefighters 
Ian Pringle, Ryan Dos- 
man, Anthony Burch, 
Dan Palmer and Katie 
Ross each taking home 
first place medals in 
different race cate- 
gories. 

The employees who 
took part in the com- 
petition accomplished 
an impressive feat that 
requires intense train- 
ing, practice, commit- 


ment and dedication to 
achieve, said Bramp- 
ton Fire Chief Bull 
Boyes. “I am proud of 
our team’s tremendous 
accomplishments and 
the long history of de- 
partmental success in 
these competitions.” 
Each year, competi- 
tors from across North 
America, Europe, Aus- 
tralia and the Middle 
East take part in the 
multiple day event in 


hopes of bringing 
home the World 
Champion title. The 
2019 Championship 
took place in Mont- 
gomery, Alabama in 
Oct. 2019. 

Prior to heading to 
Worlds, the team also 
won a number of titles 
at the National FireFit 
competition in Oshawa 
in Sep. 2019. 

“These accomplish- 
ments are an excellent 


testament to the hard 
work and training our 
Brampton Fire and 
Emergency team puts 
in every single day. We 
thank our firefighters 
for their commitment 
to excellence and look 
forward to cheering 
them on in 2020,” said 


Brampton Mayor 
Patrick Brown last 
week. 


Otters Swat Steelheads in Family Day Dustup 


The Mississauga 
Steelheads faced off 
against the Erie Ot- 
ters, on Family Day 
at the Paramount 
Fine Foods Centre. 

The first 1000 fans 
in attendance re- 
ceived a Thomas 
Harley Bobblehead, 
with the game being 


followed by a post- 
game skate and au- 
tograph session with 
their favourite Steel- 
heads players. Goal- 
tender Kai Edmonds 
also got the start as 
he played in the 
1ooth game of his 
OHL career. 

The Otters had the 


first powerplay op- 
portunity of the 
game, as the Steel- 
heads were called 
for a slashing 
penalty early on. 
The rest of the pe- 
riod proved to be a 
physical battle, with 
the teams combin- 
ing for 22 penalty 


minutes. Neither 
team was able to 
find the back of the 
net, as both Ed- 
monds and Aidan 
Campbell were per- 
fect in the frame. At 
the end of the first, 
Erie was outshoot- 
ing Mississauga by a 
total of 10-8. 


Erie opened the 
scoring midway 
through the second 
period, as Brendan 
Sellan found Daniel 
D’Amato open in 
front of the net for a 
one-time blast past 
Edmonds. 

Mississauga con- 
tinued to battle, with 
Schwindt drawing a 
penalty shot on a 
breakaway, but the 
puck rolled on his 
stick missing the net 
wide. 

Kyen Sopa wired a 
wrist shot top corner 
beating Edmonds to 
make the score 2-0, 
less than a minute 
later. The Steelheads 
headed into the 
third period needing 
a comeback, as they 
trailed by a pair. 

Erie continued to 
increase their lead in 
the third, with Bren- 
dan Hoffman scor- 


ing one of the 
strangest goals youll 
see. 


A shot from in 
front of the net rico- 
chet off the glass, 


hitting Edmonds in 
the back and fell into 
the net. 

The Otters sealed 
the day, as Chad Yet- 
man chipped a puck 
off the end boards to 
give them a four- 
goal lead. Missis- 
sauga would fall by a 
final score of 4-0. 

The Steelheads are 
auctioning off a 
game worn Thomas 
Harley jersey from 
the 2018-19 season 
along with a Harley 
bobblehead from 
today’s game. 

Interested fans can 
bid on the items by 
visiting the page at: 
auction.chl.ca/iSy- 
nApp/auctionDis- 
play.action?sid=110 
0241&auc- 
tionId=2984641. 

The Steelheads will 
return to the Para- 
mount Fine Foods 
Centre this Friday to 
take on Team 
Canada Gold Medal- 
ist Ty Dellandrea 
and the Flint Fire- 
birds. 
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Sittler, Loek inducted into Legends Row Walk of Fame 


by Alex Gregory 


A trio of trailblazers 


were honoured for 
their work supporting 
Mississauga during a 
special induction cere- 
mony held this past 
weekend in City Hall. 

A who's-who of com- 
munity builders, ath- 
letes and entertainers 
were on-hand to cele- 
brate the work of 
Toronto Maple Leafs 
legend Darryl Sittler, 
famed photographer 
and sport advocate 
Fred Loek and Gym- 
nastics Mississauga 
founder Susan Harris 
during the Legends 
Row Walk of Fame cer- 
emony on Saturday. 

Legends Row hon- 
ours residents who 
have made special ef- 
forts to put Missis- 
sauga on the world 
map, with inductees 
nominated from one of 
seven categories, in- 
cluding athletics, 
media, arts and cul- 
ture, business, commu- 
nity builders, public 
service and_ philan- 
thropy. Since 2013, 
more than 40 individu- 
als have had their ac- 
complishments 
recorded on plaques 
detailing their accom- 
plishments, including 
famed jazz pianist 
Oscar Peterson, former 
World Vision Canada 
CEO Dave Toycen, sci- 
ence-fiction author 
Robert J. Sawyer and 
entertainer Tommy 
Hunter, among many 
others. The plaques are 
located on a walkway 
that is open year-round 
outside Mississauga 
City Hall. 
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"We've come a long 
way since this was just 
a germ of an idea," said 
Ron Duquette, presi- 
dent and founding di- 
rector of Legends Row, 
who introduced the in- 
ductees to the 250-plus 
guests in attendance. 
The Legends Row ini- 
tiative started as a way 
to honour local resi- 
dents who have signifi- 
cantly contributed to 
life in the city and in- 
spired others to pursue 
their goals. 

"Through their ac- 
tions and_ deeds, 
they've brought spirit 
to our community,” 
said Duquette, who 
went on to thank the 
board of directors sup- 
porting the walk of 
fame and their com- 
mitment to the vision 
behind it. 

"When you bring to- 
gether a group of 
friends, amazing things 
will happen.” 

Each of the inductees 
were introduced by a 
close friend or family 
member who spoke 
about their accom- 
plishments and impact 
on the city's legacy. 
Fred Loek, a former 
photographer with the 
Mississauga News and 
long-time coach at the 
Don Rowing Club in 
Port Credit, strove to 
be as much a mentor to 
new generations of ath- 
letes as he was captur- 
ing breaking-news 
stories, said his wife, 
Liz Loek. 

"Fred would have 
been honoured to be in 
such fine company," 
said Liz, referring to 
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other sports players 
who have been _in- 
ducted into the walk of 
fame, including 
Olympic gold medalist 
Silken Laumann, one 
of several renowned 
athletes Fred taught at 
the rowing club. 

The feeling of "being 
in good company" was 
mutual for Susan Har- 
ris, who co-founded 
Gymnastics Missis- 
sauga_ with fellow 
trainer Karen Pipes in 
1969. 

Since then, Harris 
has trained and led 
athletes in competi- 
tions across all six con- 
tinents, participating 
in two Olympic Games 
ceremonys, three Com- 
monwealth Games, 
three Pan American 
Games and numerous 
local events and initia- 
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tives designed to pro- 
mote gymnastics in the 
city. 

"It's very amazing (to 
receive this honour," 
said Harris, who spoke 
about the organiza- 
tion's 50th anniversary 
last year and its growth 
into an internationally- 
recognized __ training 
ground for prospective 
athletes. "A coach will 
have more impact on 
one person in one year, 
than one person in a 
lifetime." 

For Sittler, who lived 
in Mississauga from 
1970-82 during his 
formative years with 
the Toronto Maple 
Leafs, having the sup- 
port of friends who 
lived in the city, includ- 
ing fellow Maple Leafs 
legend Paul Hender- 
son, who introduced 


him at the ceremony, 
meant a lot to him and 
his family. 

"I felt very fortunate 
that we had people who 
lived here... they 
brought us into their 
homes and families," 
said Sittler, who lived 
in Lorne Park. 

Flanked by family 
members, Sittler spoke 
about some of his 
biggest accomplish- 
ments, including his fa- 
mous 10-point hockey 
game on Feb. 7, 1976 
and his game-winning 
goal during the 1976 
Canada Cup Champi- 
onship. 

He encouraged 
guests at the event to 
continue striving for 
their hopes and 


dreams. "If you sit on 
the sidelines, nothing 
happens." 
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During the  cere- 
mony, Heritage Missis- 
sauga also made a 
special announcement 
that the Legends Row 
initiative would be 
placed under their 
stewardship. The part- 
nership, proposed ear- 
lier this month, will 
place Legends Row 
under the Heritage 
Mississauga mandate 
and give the initiative 
the continuing support 
to research, record and 
celebrate the city's her- 
itage. 

"We are the stewards 
of heritage, we under- 
stand the significance, 
and we will preserve 
our enduring heritage,” 
said Heritage Missis- 
sauga president Doug 
Hancock after the an- 
nouncement. 


Female trailblazers to be honoured at fifth annual gala 


Agroup of female 
leaders in the local co- 
munity will be hon- 
ored for their work 
inspiring women dur- 
ing the fifth annual 
Fierce and Fabulous 
gala, which will be 
held on Apr. 30 at the 
Mississauga Conven- 
tion Centre. 

Organized by the 
Peel Children’s Aid 
Foundation, the gala 
is set to bring over 
200 guests together 
for a night of food, 
drinks and entertain- 
ment in support of 


women and _ youth 
across Peel Region 
and beyond. 


Within Peel alone, 
more than 66,000 
children and youth 
live in poverty. 

Peel Children’s Aid 
will look to raise over 
$60,000 at the annual 
event, which will help 
support the preven- 
tion of neglect and 
abuse, promote health 
and wellness, and pro- 
vide enrichment op- 
portunities for all 
children under the 
care or supervision of 
Peel Children’s Aid. 

The evening’s festiv- 
ities will include a se- 
lection of food stations 
and activities that kick 
off at 6:30 p.m., a 


keynote speaker 
(TBA), an awards cer- 
emony at 8 p.m. anda 
raffle and “Bling in a 
Box” prize draw at 
8:30 p.m. 

Tickets are $99 each 
for the gala, with ta- 
bles and corporate 
sponsorship opportu- 
nities available. 

For more informa- 
tion or to purchase 
tickets, email Patricia 
a t 
pbrady@peelcas.org 
or call (905) 363- 
6131, ext. 1163, or visit 
the event website at 
peelcaf.com/fierce- 
andfabulous.html. 


Models walk the runway at the 
annual “Fierce and Fabulous” 


gala. e* Photo) cs 
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Brampton hosts “seedy” garden show 


Residents are in- 
vited to celebrate the 
best in home and gar- 
dens at a “seedy” 
show being held next 
weekend in Bramp- 
ton. 

The eighth annual 
Seedy Saturday and 
Garden Show kicks 
off next Saturday, 
Feb. 29, from 10 a.m. 
- 3 p.m. at Century 
Gardens Recreation 
Centre (340 Vodden 
Street East), featur- 
ing an assortment of 
activities, exhibitors 
and presentations for 
local patrons with a 
“green thumb”! 

Guests can visit one 
of 30 different ex- 
hibitors, receive gar- 
dening information, 
share, swap and buy 
seeds, create garden- 
ing communities, 
take part in exhibits 
and __ presentations, 
and visit the Seedy 
Café. There will also 


be a Kidz Zone avail- 
able with plenty of 
activities for the kids. 

"This event is all 
about gardening, en- 
vironmental sustain- 
ability and 
conservation, while 
bringing together the 
community to learn 
about the importance 
of nurturing the 
space they live in,” 
said Carole 
Spraggett, the presi- 
dent of the Brampton 
Horticultural Society, 
a co-organizer of the 
show. 

Several seminars 
will be held through- 
out the day, kicking 
off at 10:30 a.m. with 
“Why Waste Mat- 
ters”, hosted by 
Nancy Lotecki-Neely 
of Zero Waste Cale- 
don. 


At 11:30 am., 
Emma Biggs, host of 
“Gardening with 
Emma” takes the 


stage to talk about 
her work as a horti- 
cultural writer and 
broadcaster, followed 
by LEAF Stewardship 
Coordinator Brian 
Millward, who will 
speak about “Trees, 
Bees & Other Things” 
at 12:30 p.m. 

The suite of speak- 
ers will close out at 
1:30 p.m. with a talk 
from Steven Biggs, 
horticultural writer 
and broadcaster, who 
will discuss “Edibles 
in Urban Land- 
scapes.” 

Last year’s event at- 
tracted more than 
1,100 attendees, and 
this year’s show 
promises to be even 
bigger, said Bramp- 
ton councillor Paul 
Vicente. 

“T encourage every- 
one, especially if you 
desire a green thumb, 
to attend and learn 
more about spring 


planting and how you 


can help keep 
Brampton _ green,” 
said Vicente, who 


chairs the city’s Pub- 
lic Works and Engi- 
neering board. 
Admission is free, 
and the first 100 visi- 
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tors will receive a free 


plant. 
This event is 
hosted in partnership 


with the Brampton 
Horticultural Society 
and supported by 
Seeds of Diversity, a 
Canadian charitable 


Fat 


WZ. 


organization  dedi- 
cated to the conserva- 
tion of agricultural 
and horticultural bio- 
diversity. 

For more informa- 
tion, visit the show 
website at bramp- 
ton.ca/parks. 
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Creative community benefits from pilot program 


In response to the 
needs of the arts 
community for more 
accessible, creative 
spaces, a new pilot 
program has been in- 
troduced with cre- 
atives in mind. 

Mississauga’s Cul- 
ture Division intro- 
duced a new 
program last month 
that offers the cre- 
ative community the 
opportunity to take 
advantage of free 
cultural space at the 
recently renovated 
Small Arms Inspec- 
tion Building (SAIB), 
located at 1352 
Lakeshore Road 
East. 

The facility, which 
offers 18,000 sq. ft. 
of open space, can be 
used to accommo- 


date individual 
artists and creative 
groups simultane- 
ously. 


The space is avail- 
able during public 
hours to all of Missis- 
sauga’s arts commu- 
nity. 

“Access to space is 
important for the de- 
velopment of arts 
and cultural proj- 
ects,” said Lisa Ab- 
bott, Manager, SAIB 
& Museums of Mis- 
sissauga. “The City is 


proud to offer space 
for artists to gather, 
connect, collaborate 
and share with oth- 
ers. It’s important to 
acknowledge the 
unique heritage of 
the SAIB and _ its 
newfound ability to 
foster the incubation 
of ideas and ad- 
vancement of cre- 
ative practices in 
Mississauga.” 
Creatives can take 
advantage of the free 


space on a_first- 
come, first-served 
basis year-round 
Tuesday to Friday, 10 
a.m. — 6 p.m. and on 
Saturdays from 10 
a.m. — 2 p.m. Com- 
mon _ uses_ include 
meeting space, space 
for photo documen- 
tation, work space, 
visual art practices, 
meet ups, workshops 
and rehearsals. 

The venue has free 
onsite parking and 


Wi-Fi for visitors and 
is accessible by the 
MiWay Lakeshore 
#23 bus. 

“Think of it as an 
experiment in space. 
People can try it out 
and have absolutely 
nothing to lose,” said 
Abbott. 

The building is also 
available for exclu- 
sive rental in the 
evenings after 6 p.m. 
(Tuesday — Friday) 
Saturdays after 2 


p.m. and all day Sun- 
day and Monday for 
$49 per hour plus a 
permit fee. The per- 
mit fee for arts and 
culture activities is 
$250. 

“The intention is 
for people to share 
the space. We've 
been doing a lot of 
“parallel program- 
ming” and we are not 
finding the sound 
transference to be a 
significant barrier. 


a Petit 
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We ask users to be 
respectful of each 
other so no amplified 
sound but music 
from a boom box 
would be fine. We 
have also added a 
piano to the space,” 
said Abbott. 

For more informa- 
tion on the initiative 
or to reserve space, 
visit smallarmsin- 
spectionbuilding.ca. 
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Mississauga Honours Legends Row Inductees 


PWN Staff Photos 
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Easterfest returns for “eggsellent” 
fun at Downey’s Farm 


The happiest, 
“hoppiest” event of 
the year returns 
this April, as the 
19th annual Easter- 
fest takes over 
Downey’s Farm! 


Come out and 
enjoy an_ assort- 
ment of “eggsel- 
lent” activties 


which will run from 
10 a.m. - 5 p.m. on 
the Apr. 4 - 5 and 
10 - 12 weekends, 
including wagon 
rides, live magic 
and puppet shows, 
face painting, 
easter crafts, the 
Easter Egg Scram- 
ble, baby farm ani- 
mals and much, 


much more! 

The popular 
Easter Egg Scram- 
ble and Easter Mini 
Hunt return, with 
plenty of bunny 
helpers on-hand to 
help participants 
snatch up eggs and 
exchange them for 
an Easter bag of 
treats! 

Due to ground 
conditions caused 
by melting snow, 
only those strut- 
tures which are per- 
manent in the 
farm’s play area are 
available. These in- 
clude wooden 
structures (Monster 
Truck, Pirate Ship, 


Train), and Goat 
Mountain slide. The 
Farmyard Play Area 
will reopen in mid- 
May. 

Visitors are en- 
couraged to come 
early to the festival 
to avoid disappoint- 
ment, and don’t for- 
get to wear your 
boots! 

Admission is 
$13.27 (plus HST) 
for all tickets. 

For more infor- 
mation, visit the 
event website at 
downeysfarm.com/ 
downeys-farm- 
mar et - 
easterfest. htm. 


Feb. 20, 2020] PEEL WEEKLY NEWS | LIFESTYLE 24 


Taste of Brampton returns 
with mouth-watering eats 


One of Brampton’s “tastiest’ 
events is back once again to 
delight diners with a selection 
of mouth-watering dishes. 

The annual Taste of Bramp- 
ton promotion has returned to 
the city for a limited-time en- 
gagement, offering a selection 
of delectable dishes and culi- 
nary eats for discerning diners. 

The promotion, which kicks 
off on Feb. 27 and runs 
through Mar. 10, will see sev- 
eral of the city’s top restau- 
rants offer prix-fixe menus for 
diners to enjoy, at local estab- 
lishments such as J. Red & 
Co., 9 Queen Chinese, The 
WORKS, Nine18, Fanzorelli’s 
Restaurant and many more. 

The restaurants taking part 
in the promotion will be offer- 
ing up special menu items, ex- 
clusive savings, limited-time 
promotions and more during 
the two-week celebration of all 
things related to local food. 


CACD PRESENTS 


BLACK 
HISTORY 


Celebrating with us, our great Heritage 


Hon. Jean Augustine, 


Keynote Speaker 


s 
, 


LARRY TAYLOR AUDITORIUM 


Mississauga Valley Community Centre 


Patrons looking to explore 
some of the city’s most popular 
food destinations will have 
more than 20 restaurants to 
choose from, including Queen 
GYPSY, Macaronz, Fan “D” 
Flame, Food Fight BBQ, Cop- 
per Branch, Juice and Roccos, 
Aria Bistro and Lounge, Tracks 
Brew Pub and more, plus sev- 
eral well-loved past partici- 
pants who are returning to 
showcase their culinary de- 
lights. 

The popular “Taste to Win” 
promotion is also returning. 
Participants who take part in 
the special promotion will also 
be eligible to win a grand prize 
of $500 in gift cards or one of 
25 secondary gift card prizes 
by using the #TasteofBramp- 
ton hashtag on Instagram. 

For more information and 
menus, visit atasteofbramp- 
ton.ca. 


Chris Hayles, 
MC 


1275 Mississauga Valley Boulevard, Mississauga ON. L5A 3R8 
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Hazel Celebrates 99 Years In Style! 


by Elizabeth Banfalvi 


Former Missis- 
sauga Mayor Hazel 
McCallion was born 
on Valentine’s Day 99 
years ago. 

If you saw_ her 
today, you would be 
amazed. Where so 
many at her age are 
using walking de- 
vices, she isn’t. 
Where others are 
slowing down, she is 
working and donat- 
ing her time to so 


came and wished her 
well. 

I remember her 
walking in with ab- 
solutely no fanfare. I 
was there asking peo- 
ple to write their 
birthday wishes on 
six pink Bristol 
boards. She immedi- 
ately came over and 
shook my hand. 

Everyone who came 
into the hall was 
asked to write on 


many projects. these boards, and 

She is bright and they were so happy to 
alert and knows what do so even when they 
she wants. She greets had to wait for others 
everyone and says tofinish. Five-and-a- 
that is what she en- half boards are full of 
joys. Everyoneisim- well wishes. 


portant to her. She 
gives respect to peo- 
ple, no matter who 
they are. 

So, how does she 
keep her attitude so 
refreshing? She be- 
lieves when — she 
wakes up in_ the 
morning that it will 
be the best day possi- 
ble — an amazing atti- 
tude for anyone to 
have. 

She then goes and 


So many came and 
spoke of her and all 
the rich and famous 
people who know 
her. I was so proud of 
our two Mississauga 
Writers Group’s 
poets who spoke — 
Michelle Hillyard, 
our MARTYs emerg- 
ing artist, and Paul 
Edward Costa, Mis- 
sissauga’s Poet Lau- 
reate. They spoke of 
our city and their 


enjoys her day doing _ pride init. 

what she loves — So many asked to 

being surrounded by havea photo with her 

people. and she didn’t refuse 
She was our mayor anyone, famous or 

and built this cityinto not. The whole night 


what it is today. At 
one time, Square One 
was a strip mall sur- 
rounded by empty 


was a celebration of 
her and her life and 
the pride we have in 
her, our famous for- 


fields. Acity hallwas mer mayor. 
built and everything No matter how 
grew. much time will go by, 
In 1988, when my _ she is our mayor for- 
family moved here, mer or not. 
the mall was what we For a party that was 
saw and at that time, organized in only two Le PWN Staff Photos 
hardly anything was__ weeks, everyone do- = 
on the west side of nated easily. 
Winston Churchill Food and wine were 


south of the QEW 
and barely anything 
above Derry Road. 
Look now and see 
what we have. We 
are growing so much. 


enjoyed. Another 
symbol that this was 
about someone 
everyone cared 
about. At the end, 
everyone knows they 


One thing Hazel willbe celebrating the 
doesn’t want for the same thing next year 
sixth largest city in - only one year older. 


Canada is that we for- 
get how to be filled 
still with our village 
kindness. 

She wants us to re- 
member that we are 
people living in a 
large city. Kindness 
should be there. 

On Feb. 14, 2020, a 
birthday party was 
held in Streetsville’s 
Vic Johnston Arena, 
at a hall that carries 
her name. So many 


Come enjoy it with 
us. Guaranteed it will 
be the same place and 
time — Streetsville’s 
Vic Johnston _at- 
tached to a hockey 
arena — a sport she 
enjoyed and played 
as a young woman. 
Hazel still supports 
Women’s hockey. 

Happy 99th, Hazel 
- and here’s to many 
more celebrations! 
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Hazel Honoured at Local Birthday Celebrations! 


—— 


Former Mississauga Mayor Hazel McCallion celebrated her birthday in style last 
week, with an assortment of private parties and public gatherings to recognize her 
99th birthday. 


Born on Valentine’s Day, Feb. 14, 1921, McCallion went on to lead the city of Missis- 
sauga as Mayor for 36 years, from 1978-2014. She is the longest-serving mayor 
McCallion was first elected in November 1978, and is the longest-serving Mayor in 
the city’s, and rode to victorythrough 12 successive municipal elections. Since retir- 
ing, she has continued to serve on numerous boards and worked on multiple initia- 
tives, including work as the Chief Elder Officer with Revera Inc. 


Last week’s birthday celebrations also marked the launch of a new province-wide 
50/50 raffle launched by Trillium Health Partners Foundation. Launched in conjunc- 
tion with Hazel’s birthday, proceeds from the raffle will support the hospital’s high- 
est priority needs. The Foundation honoured Hazel a “best-deal” ticket package, 
offering 99 numbers for just $40. Participants in the raffle can run a minimum 
$25,000 grand prize, as well as a family pack of tickets to see the Toronto Raptors at 
Scotiabank Arena. 


“Excellent health care is the bedrock of a healthy community, and I’ve been an advo- 
cate for Trillium Health Partners for many years. On the occasion of my 99th birth- 
day, I’m pleased to support this timely and innovative way to raise funds,” said 
McCallion. For more information or to purchase tickets, visit trillium5050.ca. 


(PWN Staff Photos/City of Toronto/Trillium Health Partners/Revera Inc.) 
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Maple Magic brings 
sweet treats back to 
Bradley Museum 


Mississauga’s 
favourite maple 
tradition returns 
to the Bradley 
Museum for 
March Break! 

From Mar. 14 - 
22, there will be 
no shortage of 
special guests, 
live music and 
hands-on activi- 
ties to entertain 
the whole family 
at Maple Magic. 

Attendees can 
explore the 
maple sap lines 
and learn about 
the maple syrup 
making process 
with hands-on 
activities, refu- 
elling with a 
tasty pancake 
lunch at_ the 
Sugar Shack. 

The fun contin- 
ues into the late 
afternoon with 
taffy making 
demonstrations, 


seed _ planting 
and maple candy 
sampling at the 
Historic Bradley 
House. 

For the farm 
animal-loving 
bunch, the day 
isn’t complete 
without a visit to 
the petting zoo! 

The event will 
run from 12 - 

4 p.m. from 
Mar. 14 - 22. Ad- 
mission (tax in- 
cluded) is $6.25 
for children ages 
3-12, $7.25 for 
students and 
seniors, and 
$9.25 for adults. 

For more infor- 
mation, visit the 
Maple Magic 
website at cul- 
ture.missis- 
sauga.ca/event/ 
bradley-mu- 
seum/maple- 
magic-2020. 
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Supporting Post-Secondary Nursing Students 


by Sylvia Jones, MPP 


Ensuring the quality 
and availability of 
nursing education is of 
keen importance to all 
Ontarians. 

From being at the 
frontline of urgent care 
in hospitals, to offering 
support to patients and 
their families — nurses 
play a vital and irre- 
placeable role in our 
healthcare system, and 
in our health and well- 
being. 


File Photo 


Their work requires 
intelligence and ad- 
vanced training, as well 
as compassion and 
care. 

Additionally, we 
want to ensure On- 
tario’s nursing educa- 
tion model is keeping 
pace with students’ 
current needs so they 
can pursue these valu- 
able careers in commu- 
nities across the 
province — including in 


7 


rural and northern On- 
tario. 

This past summer, 
our government met 
with key stakeholders 
to hear their views on 
Ontario’s existing 
nursing model. 

Their message was 
clear: since the collab- 
orative nursing model 
— which requires nurs- 
ing degrees to be of- 
fered through 
partnerships between a 


college and a university 
-- was first imple- 
mented in 2000, post- 
secondary education 
and health systems 
have grown and 
evolved. 

Some of these part- 
nerships continue to 
see strong benefits on 
both the college and 
university campuses, 
giving students the 
unique opportunity to 
attend both institu- 
tions. Other partner- 
ships have evolved to a 
point where both the 
college and university 
are willing and able to 
provide degrees inde- 
pendent of a partner 
institution. 

That is why recently, 
Minister of Colleges 
and Universities Ross 
Romano announced 
changes to Ontario’s 
nursing degree system, 
allowing post-sec- 
ondary institutions to 
offer nursing degrees 
without having to part- 
ner with a second insti- 
tution. 

This new pathway for 
nursing education will 
offer greater choice for 
students, and make it 
easier for them to ac- 


cess the education they 
need to find a reward- 
ing career in nursing. 

Meanwhile, colleges 
and universities will 
have greater autonomy 
and flexibility over 
their programming 
while maintaining ex- 
cellence in nursing ed- 
ucation. 

Under our modern- 
ized nursing education 
system, colleges and 
universities will be able 
to choose whether to 
deliver their programs 
collaboratively or on a 
stand-alone basis. 

Many colleges al- 
ready have experience 
in delivering and man- 
aging degree programs. 
Now, for the first time, 
they will be able to 
offer the nursing de- 
gree independently of a 
university partner. 

To safeguard our 
province’s competitive- 
ness and build our 
economy we need to 
ensure colleges and 
universities are train- 
ing students for the 
jobs of today and the 
future. 

Our government will 
continue to work with 
the sector to success- 


fully implement this 
policy, while maintain- 
ing the high standard 
of education the people 
of Ontario expect from 
our health care profes- 
sionals. As such, new 
programs will need to 
be approved by the 
College of Nurses of 
Ontario, ensuring we 
maintain excellence in 
nursing education. 

We have some of the 
best educational insti- 
tutions in the world, 
and some of the bright- 
est students to fill 
them. As a govern- 
ment, we need to en- 
sure that we are 
creating a learning en- 
vironment that works 
to the strengths of our 
institutions, and allows 
them to be flexible and 
adapt to their needs 
and the needs of stu- 
dents. 

To learn more about 
our government’s 
changes to nursing ed- 
ucation or about how 
we are modernizing the 
post-secondary educa- 
tion sector, visit sylvia- 
jonesmpp.ca or call my 
office at 1-800-265- 
1603. 
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Punjabi Singing Sensation Set to Ring In 2020 Holi Gala 


Punjabi singing 
sensation Master 
Saleem will be the 
headliner for the sev- 
enth annual Holi 
Gala — The Festival 
of Colours, taking 
place on Saturday, 
Apr. 4, 2020. 

The winter may 
have been especially 
grey, but the upcom- 
ing gala, organized 
yearly by the William 
Osler Foundation, 
promises to bring all 
of the colour, excite- 
ment and fun the 
Festival of Colours 
has come to _ be 
known for. 

“Not only has Holi 
Gala earned a repu- 
tation as the best 
party in town, it’s a 
vital fundraiser in 
support of our local 
hospitals,” said said 
Dr. Gurjit Bajwa and 
Dr. Vandana 
Ahluwalia, co-chairs 
of the Holi Gala 
Committee, on 
Wednesday. “The 
funds raised at Holi 
Gala enable Osler 
physicians, like us, to 
deliver exceptional 
health care in our 
community.” 

Tickets go on sale 
on Mar. 2 for the 
grand celebration, 
which will be held at 


the Pearson Conven- 
tion Center’ in 
Brampton. 

The event aims to 
raise more than 
$650,000 for rede- 
velopment and 
equipment at Osler’s 
three hospitals: 
Brampton Civic Hos- 
pital, Etobicoke Gen- 
eral Hospital and 
Peel Memorial Cen- 
tre for Integrated 
Health and Wellness. 

The Holi Gala has 
truly become the 
must-attend event of 
the year, said Ken 
Mayhew, president 


and CEO of the Osler 
Foundation. 
“Beyond the 


colour, the excite- 
ment and the 
grandeur, this event 
is instrumental in 
raising the funds 
needed to support 
our hospitals. We are 
grateful to the volun- 
teer committee and 
our generous spon- 
sors for making a 
real difference in 
local health care.” 
Holi Gala has al- 
ready attracted gen- 
erous support from 
sponsors including 
Specialty Rx Solu- 
tions, In N Out Car 
Wash, Armour In- 
surance Brokers 


Ltd., Avaal Technol- 
ogy and Bell. 
Corporate and 
community sponsor- 
ship opportunities 
are still available. 
“We're incredibly 
grateful for the sup- 
port we've received 
so far for Holi Gala,” 
said Pal Ghumman, 
community chair, 
Holi Gala Commit- 
tee. “We're looking 
forward to coming 
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together once again 
to celebrate spring 
while positively im- 
pacting health care 
for our community.” 

Guests will be en- 
tertained by Master 
Saleem’s unique 
voice, coupled with 
his impeccable 
singing technique, 
which have earned 
him a string of Pun- 
jabi and Bollywood 
hits and a place in 


the heart of music 
lovers around the 
world. 

“As a physician, I 
understand firsthand 
the importance of 
community support 
for our hospitals,” 
said Dr. Bajinder 
Reen, a kidney spe- 
cialist at Osler and 
the mission chair of 
Holi Gala. “Since 100 
per cent of hospital 
equipment must be 
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funded by the com- 
munity, we simply 
couldn’t do the life- 
saving work we do 
without people com- 
ing together for 
events like Holi 
Gala.” 

Tickets can be pur- 
chased by visiting the 
event website at holi- 
gala.ca or by calling 
Osler Foundation at 
(905) 494-6556. 


Expressive textiles and contemporary art arrives at PAMA 


The Peel Art 
Gallery, Museum 
and Archives 


(PAMA) will bring 
the works of two 
contemporary 
artists to the Art 
Gallery this winter. 
PAMA welcomes a 
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new touring exhibi- 
tion, Jagdeep 
Raina: Chase, on 
now until May 24. 
Raina's moving 
and expressive tex- 
tiles and drawings 
explore memory and 
a sense of commu- 
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nity. The show is cu- 
rated by Shauna Mc- 
Cabe and Pa paca 
by the Art Gallery of 
Guelph with the 
support of the On- 
tario Arts Council 
and the Canada 
Council for the Arts. 
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Rain will host a 
meet & greet in the 
exhibit and enjoy a 


film screening and 
discussion, with 
Raina’s special 


guests Pamila Math- 
aru and Sarindar 
Dhaliwal, on Satur- 
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day, Feb. 29, from 1 


— 4:30 a 
Raised and_ cur- 
rently based in 
Guelph, Raina 
shares stories of the 
Sikh diaspora. He 
draws upon personal 
records and those of 
his family who were 
among the first to 
immigrate to south- 
ern Ontario, as well 
as oral and archival 
histories of the 
wider _ pioneering 
Kashmiri and Pun- 
jabi Sikh diaspora. 
PAMA will also 
welcome Winnipeg 
artist Simon Hughes 
as he explores the 
symbolic Canadian 
landscape in his first 
solo public exhibi- 
tion Simon Hughes: 
Works, 2001-2020. 
The Winnipeg 
artist will be making 
an exclusive appear- 
ance on Thursday, 
Mar. 5 from 7 — 8:30 
p-m. and_ taking 
uests on a tour of 
is work, some of 
which will be un- 


veiled at PAMA for 
the first time. 

Both familiar and 
strange, his interior 
scenes of artist stu- 
dios, whimsical ar- 
chitectural 
structures, rural- 
and-cityscapes, ice- 
berg and mountain 
views tend to borrow 
something from re- 
ality but in the end 
represent a window 
into the imaginative 
and the mysterious. 

"IT am excited to 
have all of these var- 
ious bodies of my 
work together in one 
place for the first 
time, and to see 
what kind of new 
connections might 
emerge between 
them,” said Hughes 
earlier this week. 

Operated by the 
Region of Peel, 
PAMA is located at 9 
Wellington Street, 
East in Brampton. 
For more informa- 
tion, visit 
pama.peelregion.ca. 
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